
by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

The Seven Lakes
Landowners Asso-
c ia t i on  [SLLA ]
Board appears
ready to undo a

change to the guest card pol-
icy that was implemented
just a few months ago.

Community Manager Ray
Sohl, during the Board’s Mon-
day, May 13 Work Session,
said the new policy, which
requires that guest cards be
assigned to a particular indi-
vidual, had resulted in “some
very serious complaints about
the new fees.” The office had
been “inundated” with com-
plaints, he added.

The longstanding SLLA
guest card policy had allowed
Association members to pay
$25 for four guest cards that
entitled guests to the use of
any of the community ameni-
ties.

Motivated by a concern
that overuse by guests was
increasing Associat ion
expenses, the previous Board
of Directors took the stables
and the Northside pool out
of the guest card system,
implementing a separate fee
schedule for use of each of
those amenities. 

Continuing in the same
vein, they tightened up use
of the guest card to access

by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Budgets are a
balancing act,
and the Fiscal
Yea r  2014
budget pro-

posed by County Manager
Wayne Vest during the Tues-
day, May 7 meeting of the
Moore County Board of Com-
missioners meeting is no
exception.

Vest’s budget, assembled

by a team that included
Chairman Nick Picerno and
Commissioner Randy Saun-
ders, has no increase in
taxes, continues to pay down
debt without deplet ing
reserves, covers the rising
cost of employee benefits,
and adds seven new para-
medics, including three ded-
icated to a new EMS & Fire
substation to serve the north-
east corner of the County.

On the other hand, it fails
to fully fund Moore County
Schools’ and Sandhills Com-
munity College’s requests for
local funding, and offers no
cost of living or merit increase
for county employees.

Vest and the budget team
were praised by all four Com-

No tax hike in County budget

SLLA rethinks
guest card policy
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Sprucing up the Village

The day was cloudy, but members of Seven Lakes Village Beautification were out in force
on May 2, sprucing up the beds at the intersection of NC Highway 211 and Seven Lakes
Drive. Among the workers were Sue Soderblom, Teresa Hessler, Linda Geiger, John Knowlton,
and Nancy Knowlton.

by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

“I do not be-
lieve that our
current oper-
ating expenses

should be cut, as these are
expenses we use to pay our
teachers, purchase learning
mater ia ls  and run our
schools,” Superintendent and
Dr. Aaron Spence said at the
Monday, May 13 regular
meeting of the Moore County
Board of Education.

Spence was referring to
County Manager Wayne
Vest’s proposed FY2014
budge t ,  wh i ch  ca rved
$375,000 out of the  $25.5
million in local operational
funding requested by the
School Board, using that
money to create a new digital
technology fund. An addi-
tional $375,000 drawn from

the County’s capital reserve
would bring that fund up to
the $750,000 Moore County
Schools sought from the
County to pay for Phase 2
of an effort to put laptop or
tablet computers in the
hands of every teacher and
student.

Penalized for being 
fiscally responsible?

Commissioners Chairman
Nick Picerno told The Times
and other publications that
the schools were running a
surplus in their local funding
account and apparently had
been “overfunded” by the
County.

Spence took exception to
that notion. 

“I also was quite surprised
to read that there is a belief
by some that our schools

Spence defends
MCS stewardship

(See “SLLA,” p. 27)

(See “Spence,” p. 19)(See “County,” p. 26)
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The Seven Lakes Business
Village will be hopping on
Saturday, May 18, as the
Seven Lakes Business Guild
holds its MayFest Street Fair,
and Sandhills Winery serves
as headquarters for Strength
for Sienna.

Northsider Sienna Shute,
a UNC-Chapel Hill Senior,
was diagnosed with Non-
Hodgkin Lymphoma in Sep-
tember, and will soon undergo
a bone marrow transplant.

Strength for Sienna aims
to raise funds to supprt the
family, as well as raise aware-
ness about the disease. 5K
and 1K runs are planned,
as well as the sale of BBQ
plates and an opportunity
to register with the Naitonal
Bone Marrow Registry.

Though a matched donor
has been found for Sienna,
many other potential marrow
recipients are in need of
donors.

More information about
Saturday’s events is available
on the web at strengthforsi-
enna.com.

The Business Guild’s Street
Fair will take place at “VIllage
Central,” on Grant Street
Between Lake House Bar &

Grill and TempControl.
More than 30 booths will

feature artisans, local busi-
nesses, non-profit agencies,

and plenty of refreshments.
There will be music cour-

tesy of Lake House and plenty
of fun for the kids.

A big day in 7 Lakes Village Saturday, May 18

A church with a passion to help you know God
and discover His will for your life.

Now at Seven Lakes Plaza.

Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship and Service

Nursery and Children’s Ministry

www.gracechurchsp.org • 910-692-6711

The Seven Lakes Times, a community newspaper serv-
ing Seven Lakes, Foxfire, McLendon Hills, and West End,
is seeking a part-time reporter to cover local government
meetings and write feature stories.

Relevant educational background and experience are
required. The Times needs someone who writes clearly
and concisely and has a passion for accuracy. Excellent
computer skills are a must.

The Times commitment averages six to twelve hours per
week, but is determined by local government meeting
schedules — and thus is not particularly flexible. Morning,
afternoon, and night meetings are common.
Interested?
Please email cover letter, resumé, and any other rele-

vant material to mail@sevenlakestimes.net

Help Wanted!
Part-Time Reporter

�����
����
��������	��
����
�� ���������
������
�������

“Call us. We are all things electrical.”

�#("+),&"$#
�+)#��/&("#,-

����������������
��
	�����	
�������

�#������,�!���!
3��/-.+)��+)#��/&("&*$
3��#)+"#(&*$����""&.&+*-
3��,!%&.#!./, (��#-&$*��#,0&!#-
3��+))#,!& (��#,0&!#-
3��,##��#-&$*��#0&#1����-.&) .#

��!!�$�"��&�������
�""$���"'!&+��" �

'����$%��%%"���&�"!
�)�$���"$�
�%&
�"  �$���������&�"!��"$
&�����(�!�����%����#��
�!�&�����!�%��*#�!%�"!


��������" $������� 4� -.#,5��+)#��/&("#, ������	
������
������+2���	 111��#("+),&"$#�/&("#,-�!+) �#((��%+*#� ��	��������
��

�#0#*�� '#-�����
���� ������&!#*-#����	
�

CONTRIBUTORS

AND ADVERTISERS
   
Articles or advertisements
submitted to The Times should
include the name and tele-
phone number of the author.
Articles may be e-mailed to
mail@sevenlakestimes.net,
dropped off at the Seven
Lakes Times of5ces at 1107
Seven Lakes Drive, mailed
to P.O. Box 468, West End,
NC 27376, or faxed to 888-
806-2572. 
   Our voice telephone num-
ber is 910-673-0111.

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

Deadline          Issue

Thu, May 23*   Fri, May 31
Fri, Jun 7          Fri, Jun 14
Fri, Jun 21        Fri, Jun 28
Fri, Jul 5           Fri, Jul 12
Fri, Jul 19         Fri, Jul 26
Fri, Aug 2         Fri, Aug 9
Fri, Aug 16       Fri, Aug 23
Fri, Aug 30       Fri, Sep 6
Fri, Sep 13       Fri, Sep 20
Fri, Sep 27       Fri, Oct 4
Fri, Oct 11        Fri, Oct 18
Fri, Oct 25        Fri, Nov 1

*Early publication or deadline
due to holiday.

An article on the Foxfire
Village Council’s April 30
Budget Work Session that
appeared in the May 3 edi-
tion of The Times contained
incorrect information on
the draft Village Budget for
Fiscal Year 2013-2014.

We reported that state-
mandated increases in
health and retirement ben-
efits for Village employees
totaled $68,000. 

Councilwoman Leslie
Frusco told The Times on
Monday, May 6 that the
total for those state-man-
dated increases, plus a pro-
posed cost-of-living increase
in salaries for full-time
employees, is approximately
$11,000, split between the
General Fund and the Water
Fund.

The T imes regrets the
error.

Our reporting on projected
revenues and expense cuts
made during the meeting
may have also been mis-
leading. 

Frusco explained that the
Village expects $38,000 in
additional revenues over
the current year, a number
that was already included
in the draft budget work-
sheets provided to council
members at the meeting. 

As the meeting began, the
draft budget showed a
$6,000 surplus for the year.
During the meeting, the
Council cut an additional
$23,000 in expenses from
the budget, to help make
room for the cost-of-living
increases and related
increases in payroll taxes.
The net effect to the General
Fund is a projected $25,000
surplus for FY2014.

Correction Got Grads? We want ‘em!
It’s graduation season at high schools and colleges all

across the U.S. If you have a daughter, son, grandchild,
etc. that gives you graduation bragging rights, we’d like
to help you spread the word.

We’ll be publishing photos and vital stats on graduates
in the May 31 issue of The Seven Lakes Times. To make
sure your grad is included, get us the following by May
22: a photo of the grad, full name, name and location
of school, degree, names of parents, grandparents, or
other Seven Lakes/West End/ McLendon Hills/Foxfire
connection, something about the grad’s next big step in
life (college, job, etc.) and anything else you think brag-
worthy.

See the box at left for our address, location, phone
number, e-mail address, etc. 
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by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

Foxfire Village
held the first
of two citizens’
participation
budget work-
shops  on

Tuesday, May 7.
Mike Cole, Captain of the

West End Fire and Rescue
Department, was the only
citizen in attendance, aside
from the Council members.
For the benefit of one, the
Council laid out the proposed
budget.

“We would like to give res-
idents some idea where our
revenue comes from and
where it goes,” said Coun-
cilwoman Leslie Frusco, who
heads the finance commit-
tee.

At the previous work ses-
sion, the council had worked
to prioritize departmental
spending and make any nec-
essary cuts. The revised
budget is still a work in
progress. 

“This is the preliminary
budget,” Frusco said. “After
we have our citizens’ partic-
ipation meetings we will go
back and review it.”

The finance committee has
devoted much of 2014 to the
budget. “This is a process
we have spent a lot of time
on,” Frusco said, “making
sure we are serving the needs
of the Village and our resi-
dents and also taking care
of our employees.”

The Council hopes that the
end result will welcome new
residents. “By keeping the
Village looking good we hope
to encourage potential people
to come and build homes,
while being cognitive of our
residents’ needs,” Frusco
said.

Two Funds
The Village’s two main

funds are the General Fund
and the Water Fund. The
General Fund’s expected rev-
enue for FY2014 is $943,300
and the Water Fund’s expect-
ed income is $228,500. 

Fifty-nine percent of Gen-
eral Fund revenue is derived
from property and motor vehi-
cle taxes. The current tax
rate is thirty-five cents per

hundred dollars of valuation.
Sales tax and assessments
make up twenty-nine percent
of General Fund revenues,
with utility taxes, State Street
Aid (Powell Bill funds), and
swimming pool fees rounding
out the remaining twelve per-
cent. 

The water fund revenues
support the Village’s Water
Department and include
water billings, assessments,
tap-on fees, and irrigation
meters.

Projected General Fund
expenditures include Public
Safety, which consumes 20.8
percent of the budget, and
Administration,  at 18.2 per-
cent. Administrative costs
are split between the Water
Fund and the General Fund,
with the Water Fund covering
more than 80 percent of the
expense. 

The Village’s debt service
is paid with revenue from
both the General Fund and
the Water Fund. The General
Fund covers loans for the
Village Park, at $160,000,
and Woodland Circle, at
$1,630,855. The Water Fund

is responsible for $140,170
in Woodland Circle related
debt, as well as Wells and
Water Lines debt totaling
$253,738.

Public Safety 
As the council pared down

expenses they sought to bal-
ance economy with providing
necessary services. Council-
man Mick McCue explained
the difficulty in weighing the
needs of the Village’s Public
Safety Department.

“How to balance a three
legged stool?” he asked. “It
includes the safety our citi-
zens and officers, maintaining
a reasonable tax rate while
taking care of our people.”

“I want to commend our
Fire Chief and the Chief of
Police,” McCue added. “They
run the departments as tight-
ly as possible and give us a
tremendous bang for our
buck.”

“There are things we can
make very good arguments
for. But we can’t have it all
without raising our taxes,”
McCue said. Several of the
needs included more patrol

time and rifles. 
“Our police officers can

come up against fire power
that they cannot match,” he
explained. “These are the
things that we struggled
with.”

For this year, the Safety
Department has prioritized
two other needs over patrol
time and increasing firepower. 

“We would rather have an
in-vehicle camera,” McCue
said. “We also need to have
work done on our evidence
locker so that we can bring
it up to speed. We have to
have a proper chain of cus-
tody. These are some of the
things we have tried to bal-
ance. We are indeed balanced,
but we don’t have everything
we want when it comes to
Public Safety.” 

Maintaining Streets 
Street maintenance took a

big hit at the previous meet-
ing. Councilman and head
of the roads committee Vic
Koos said, “If we paved every

street in the village we are
talking about $90,000 per
mile. It would cost right under
$1.5 million.” 

Working with about one-
tenth of that amount, a budg-
et of $152,000, it is necessary
to prioritize necessary repairs.

“In order to pave, you have
to patch it first,” Koos said.
“Cracking of the surface and
any shifting during this past
year, we spent all the money
available on patching. We
just have one more street
Wildwood to be patched this
fiscal year.”

“Next year, where to pave
is based on our financial lim-
itations. I don’t want to pave
half the road. I want to pave
the whole road. That limits
what I have for my budget,”
Koos said. “I am formulating
a three-year plan based on
what my budget will be.”

Cost of Living Increase
The Council included a two

percent salary increase for

Foxfire Budget Session fields little input

The Best Restaurant 
Value in Seven Lakes!
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Mon - Sat 4:00 - 8:00
with qualifying adult purchase

Any two dinners, dessert,
beverage (Tax included)

(Large orders excluded)

$2000

Where Seven Lakes Goes for Fresh
Burgers, BBQ & Seafood!

4243 SEVEN LAKES PLAZA   (910) 673-1519  
Open Mon – Sat 11:30-8:00 • Sunday 11:30-2:00

(A Phoenix Fashions company)

Couples’ Special
Mon – Sat 4:00 - 8:00

Come & Worship with Us!
May 19th – Rev. Don Welch
“O For a Thousand Tongues”

(Acts 2:1-13)

Chapel Choir

May 26th – Rev. Don Welch
“The Gift of the Spirit”

(Romans 5:1-5)

Glenda Clendenin

910-673-2156
citp10@centurylink.net

Rev. Don Welch Rev. Fran Stark
Chapel Minister Associate Minister

We welcome young families
and their children.

Seven Lakes Chapel in the Pines was founded in 1976
to serve the Seven Lakes Community and beyond.

Dan Kidd
Master Certified,
Legends Award Winner,
Ford Customer Satisfaction Award Winner

PHILLIPS FORD
5292 Hwy. 15/501, PO Box 100, Carthage, NC 28327

Bus (910) 947-2244
Toll Free (800) 301-2659

Fax (910) 947-5792
phillipsmc4@embarqmail.com

Your 
7 Lakes 
Neighbor

(See “Foxfire,” p. 25)



by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

The Foxfire Vil-
l age  Long
Range Plan-
ning Commit-
tee believes it
i s  t ime  f o r

action. Earlier this year, the
committee  recommended
that the Village Council
should consider merging its
water system with the larger
Moore County water system. 

Moore County Public Works
Director Randy Gould fleshed
out the proposal in a meeting
with the Council in April.
The County would acquire
most of the assets of the Fox-
fire Water System, as well as
its outstanding debt, and
Foxfire customers would
become Moore County cus-
tomers.

During the Council's Tues-
day, May 14 regular meeting,
Councilman Mick McCue rec-
ommended action.

“I think we need to move
forward," McCue said. "For
myself, I am convinced this
is the way to go. I am more
than happy have a public

hearing for the citizens’ input
and listen to people and let
them convince me that it is
not. We know that Moore
County is doing an excellent
job of planning for the future
water needs, thirty to forty
years out. And I want to be
on board with it.”

Time is of Essence
“I think we need to set the

public hearing sooner than
later and get moving on this,”
McCue concluded.

Mayor George Erickson
suggested taking things a lit-
tle slower, noting that a lot
of residents are on vacation
during the month of July. 

“My response is: we can
do that, and maybe that’s
the appropriate way to go,”
Erickson said. "I would like
to see some kind of proposal
that I can look at and some
kind of agreement with the
county. Randy [Gould] can
initiate that and put some-
thing together.”

Councilman Steve Durham
said that Gould had already
provided much of that infor-
mation in the proposal he
made in April. Durham also
no t ed  tha t  Gou ld  was
amenable to listening to the
Village’s input and working
out the details. 

Councilwoman Leslie Frus-
co acknowledged that Gould
had provided a tremendous
amount of information, but
was not satisfied with parts
of the proposal. 

“I realize, Mick [McCue],
you are very much in favor,"
Frusco said. "But I still think
we need to have a forum —
put this out there and let
residents come and discuss

this — an open meeting
where he [Gould] could field
some of the technical ques-
tions. If we decide to further
move forward on this after
listening to residents, then
we need to sit down and talk
as a Council.”

Durham expressed his dis-
satisfaction with the pace of
the Council's decision mak-
ing. 

“The council has not had
a serious conversation, based
on information, concerning
the long range planning com-
mittee’s recommendation,"
he said. "Are we in favor in
terms of pursuing it with any
real interest? If not, then
why would we go to all the
trouble to hold a public hear-
ing? We can get maybe six
people here. And all of them
will be either for or against
it. They are not going to sway
my decision. If 900 residents
came forward, that would
influence my decision.” 

Erickson brought up the
fifteen questions on the pro-
posed transfer of the system

that he had presented at a
work session in February.
During that meeting, each
question was addressed by
Durham and McCue.

“I know that there are num-
ber of things that will come
up. Like who is going to own
the town property underneath
the water tower? What are
we going to do with the yard
debris area?” Erickson asked.

“I don’t think we need to
know all of the answers before
we have a discussion, '
Durham replied. "We can

continue to study. If you
think it’s a bad idea, say no
now. I don’t want to invite
Randy [Gould] back for an
open session where we have
more give and take, if we are
not all on same page. If you
say: no matter what anyone
says, there is no way that I
will vote for this, then I would
like to know it."

“I think we should be a
little more deliberate as we
go forward," Durham con-
tinued. "We need to decide
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Foxfire Council debates sale of water system
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(See “Foxfire,” p. 18)

Help for 
Family 
Caregivers

Come to the workshop
“Why is Caregiving so
Hard?” –  for caregivers to
be held on Tuesday, May
21, from 6 pm to 7 pm.
This is a free event and
the first of a series to help
family members manage
their caregiving less stress-
ful. 

Sponsored by the Sand-
hills Memory Care, 292
McDougall Drive, Seven
Lakes and held the third
Tuesday of each month
from 6 pm to 7 pm. 

Presenter will be Barbara
Stender, MEd Gerontology. 

For more information
and to register call Barbara
Stender at 673-2230 or
Sandhills Memory Care at
673-2045. Refreshments
served.



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

In addition to
hearing the
initial presen-
tation of Coun-
ty  Manager
Wayne Vest’s

proposed FY2014 budget,
the Moore County Commis-
sioners got the ball rolling
on two key initiatives during
their Tuesday, May 7 regular
meeting: a deal to buy into
a water plant expansion in
Harnett County, and the pur-
chase of a site for a new fire
and EMS substation in the
northeastern corner of the
County.

More water from Harnett
Commissioners Larry Cad-

dell and Jimmy Melton have
been working with Public
Utilities staff to narrow down
the list of options the County
has for increasing its water
supply. After investigating
the alternatives and negoti-
ating with Harentt County
officials, they settled on buy-
ing into the expansion of
Harnett County’s water plant,
which draws its supply from
the Cape Fear River.

During Tuesday’s meeting,

the Board authorized Public
Utilities to issue a Request
for Qualifications for a con-
sultant to develop a prelim-
inary engineering report and
environmental assessment
— the first step toward secur-
ing funding for the project.
Public Utilities Director Randy

Gould said the overall project
will take 3.5 to 4 years to
complete.

As proposed, the County
would pay Harnett County
$5.25 million to purchase
3.0 million gallons per day
of capacity in its water plant,
as well as $200,000 for infra-
structure improvements
needs to move that water to
the Moore County line. That
will permit Moore County to
pay Harnett $1.92 per thou-
sand gallons for water, com-
pared to the $2.40 per thou-
sand gallons it is paying now.

A waterline extension along
NC Highway 73, booster
pumps, and a new water tank

near West End will add
another $5.4 million to the
cost of the project.

“This is the first step in a
twenty-year plan for water,”
Caddell said. That plan will
also include at least three
additional wells to be drilled
on sites on Linden Road.

Speaking on behalf of both
the Moore County Chamber
of Commerce Board and the
Water Task Force of the
Moore County Summit,
Chamber Director Patrick
Coughlin commended the
Commissioners on their deci-
sion to move forward to
secure additional water
resources.

New Northeast 
Fire/EMS substation

The  Commiss i one rs
approved an offer to purchase
3.8 acres of land on Carthage-
Glendon road from Jordan
Timberlands as the site of a
new fire and EMS substation
that will serve Northeast
Moore. A sketch of the pro-
posed site plan shows a mod-

ular unit that will be used
as an office and sleeping
quarters, as well as a sixty-
foot by sixty-foot building to
house vehicles and equip-
ment.

Public Safety Director
Bryan Phillips said the inten-
tion was to have the facility
blend in with the existing
homesites in the area.

County Attorney Misty
Leland explained that a title
research revealed two excep-
tions with the property that
she is working to have
resolved. The first would give
International Paper fifty per-
cent of the royalties from
development of mineral
resources on the site. The
second would give an Inter-
national Paper subsidiary
fifty percent of the royalties
from any compensation
derived from telecommuni-
cations facilities on the prop-

erty. She noted that the
County would likely place a
communications tower on
the site and might want to
lease space on that tower to
cellphone or other commu-
nications companies.

“It won’t stop you from
doing what you want to do,”
she said. “We can wait to
close until we get it taken
off.”

Responding to a question
from Commissioner Picerno,
Phillips confirmed that the
$15,000 land purchase would
be paid for with capital
reserves in the Advanced Life
Support fund.

Rough landing for airport
Three Moore County Airport

Authority requests for County
funding met with some stiff
headwinds during Tuesday’s
meeting — and a caution
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County gets rolling on Harnett Co. water

1103 Seven Lakes Drive • 673-DRUG(3784)

Mon – Fri 8:30–6:00 • Sat 8:30–12:30

65 Parker Lane, Pinehurst • 215-DRUG(3784)

Mon – Fri 9:00–6:00 • Sat 1:30–5:00

Our Family
Providing QUALITY

Pharmaceutical CARE
for Your Family

THANK YOU!

A Big THANK YOU to the Community
for supporting our Chicken and Dumplin’

fundraiser and our ‘Me and My Gal’ dance. 

The goal American Heritage Girls is to build
women of integrity through service to God,

family, community, and country. 
Girls between 5 & 18 can gain more info on

AHG Troop 98 by calling 638-0594.
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UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!

910-673-1276
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(See “Commissioners,” p. 20)

“This is the first step in a twenty-year plan
for water.”

— County Commissioner Larry Caddell
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by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

The  Moor e
County Plan-
n ing  Board
has, in effect,
banned indus-
trial-scale solar

farms in Moore County.
The action came during

the Board’s Thursday, May
9 regular meeting, as mem-
bers considered a set of text
amendments prepared by
the Planning Department,
that would have made “solar
collector facility” a conditional
use in a number of zoning
districts. After considerable
debate, the Board concluded
the concerns outweighed the
benefits. 

At least three landowners
have already taken the first
steps to receive state approval
for building solar farms in
the County.

A viable business?
Planning Board Members

questioned whether solar
farms were viable as a busi-
ness and worried that they
are dependent on large gov-
ernment subsidies. They also
worried that evolving tech-
nology would quickly date
existing structures, making
them obsolete. And they
feared that, once a solar farm
was no longer in use, the
landowner would not properly

dismantle it and that it would
become an eyesore.

At the Board’s request, the
Moore County Planning
Department has been con-
ducting research on solar
farms since October of last
year. Several members of the
board visited the Strata Solar
Farm in Raeford. During the
Board’s April meeting, a ques-
tion and answer session was
held with a representative
from Argand Energy Solu-
tions, LLC. At that time, Plan-
ner Jeremy Sparrow was
asked to edit and write text
amendments to present at
the May meeting for Board
consideration. 

Sparrow gave an in-depth
presentation of the proposed
text amendments, which
tightly covered all bases —
from setbacks, proximity to
existing three-phase electrical,
height of fencing, and emer-
gency access to the type of
non-reflective coating per-
missible. Throughout the
presentation, the Board com-
mented on and discussed
the proposed ordinances.

Concerns about 
decommissioning

Member Tom McGinnis
asked why performance
bonds had not been included
in the ordinance rewrite. “If
it was decommissioned and
not a viable enterprise any-

more, maybe the owners will
not be able to put money up
for decommissioning it,”
McGinnis said.

“When I am traveling out
in the Midwest, I can show
you miles and miles of wind
farms that are unproductive,”
Member Rodney Pickler said.
“They are not worth the
money to update. All this
renewable stuff is like a com-
puter and obsolete in no
time.”

“Seeing those windmill
farms, when one breaks
down, they abandon them
and leave them there,” Pickler
continued. “I have an article
about a company in Colorado.
The company was recipient
of $400 million loan. They
received $70 million and it
cost the taxpayers $40 to 60
million. The company is now
abandoned and bankrupt,
and the state is wondering
how they will dispose of it.”

Questioning whether solar
energy sounded too good to
be true, member Johnny Har-
ris asked: “If it makes that

much power, then why won’t
the power company [i.e.,
Duke Power or Progress
Energy] do it?” 

“I don’t care about roof
panels, it is these ground
solar farms that worry me.
If we get it wrong then it will
be wrong for a long time,”
Pickler said.

During both the April and
May meeting, public input
was welcomed. 

Neighbors voice concerns
At least three solar farms

have been proposed for the
County. Several residents
neighboring the proposed
installation on NC Highway

211 near Samarkand asked
questions and voiced con-
cerns. Both Todd Brown and
his mother Ruby Brown wor-
ried about the loss of fertile
agriculture land.

“We are already doing a lot
of solar farming in Moore
County,” Todd Brown said.
“We farm grass and turn it
into beef. I am sure a lot of
people are already solar farm-
ers. What we are going to do
here is cover existing agri-
cultural land.”

“There should be some rea-
sonable attempt to protect
the view shed,” Brown con-
tinued. “Is it possible to

Planning Board says ‘No’ to Solar Farms

Susan T. Adams
������������������
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Cell: (910) 690-2975
Office (910)-295-2535

susanadams@remax.net
www.askforsusan.com

Prime Properties
5 Chinquapin Rd.

Pinehurst NC 28370
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Edward T Hill
Financial Advisor

910-691-2616
edward.hill@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

CCutler utler TTrreeee
fine pruning of trees & ornamentals

tree and stump removal
plant site consulting & tree loss evaluation

692-7769
Geoff Cutler
Certified Arborist Fully Insured
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“Call us. We are all things electrical.”

(See “Solar,” p. 25)
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Alexander Visoso, 21 of
Eagle Springs died Wednes-
day, May 8, from injuries
sustained in an automobile
accident.

Mr. Visoso was born in
Chapel Hill, son to Arturo
Zamudio and Maria Natividad
Visoso.

Funeral services were held
at Boles Funeral Home Sun-
day, May 12 in Seven Lakes.
Burial followed in the Candor
Cemetery.

Mr. Visoso is survived by
his parents; brother, Juan
Ernesto Aponte; sisters,
Vivian Ivette Aponte and
Naomy Aponte all of Eagle
Springs; step-father, Adolfo
Bernal of Eagle Springs; his
grandmother, Celestina Arel-
lano of Mexico; Aunt and
uncle, Luisa Visoso and
Arturo Gonzalez both of Eagle
Springs; and his cousins,
Araceli Gonzalez and Luis
Angel Gonzalez.   

Boles Funeral Home of
Seven Lakes assisted the
family.

Brenda S. Johnson, 63,
of West End, died May 6, at
FirstHealth Moore Regional
Hospital. 

She was born in Moore
County, daughter to the late
Alton (Steve) and Lillian
Stevenson.

Mrs. Johnson was a lifelong
resident of Moore County.
She graduated from Sandhills
Community College where
she received her degree in
Nursing.  She was a prac-
ticing Registered Nurse at
FirstHealth for many years.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 44 years, Eddie
Richard Johnson, Sr.; son,
Ritchie Johnson and his wife
Ashley of Washington, DC;
daughter, Natalie Wilson and
her husband John of Raleigh;
brother, Chris Stevenson of
Denver, CO; sister, Judy Brett
of Greensboro; and four
grandchildren.

Interment will be private.
Memorial donations may

be made to Susan G. Komen
for the Cure 5005 LDJ Fwy.
Ste. 250 Dallas, TX 75244.  

Boles Funeral Home and
Crematory, Inc. Southern
Pines assisted the family.

Betty Whitmel Durfey
Lyon, 88, died at FirstHealth
Hospice House, Sunday May
5.

Mrs. Lyon was the youngest
of the five daughters of Cary
and Margeret Durfe. She was
raised in Raleigh.

She graduated from Need-
ham Broughton High School
in 1942 and from Peace Col-
lege in 1944. In 1946, she
married Vernon Frederic
(Bud) Lyon on December 26
at the First Presbyterian
Church, Raleigh.

Bud and Betty Whit began
their marriage living in Den-
ver, CO, and their journey
together also included living
in Southern CA, suburban
New York in Tarrytown, NY,
and finally, to Alexandria,
VA. 

In 1960, the family moved
to the Mt. Vernon area south
of Alexandria. It was there,
in the Waynewood neighbor-
hood, where Betty Whit truly
found her home and her call-
ing as a friend, a mother, a
hostess, a conversationalist,
and a surrogate mother and

grandmother to legions of
people in and around that
neighborhood.

She began a career in bank-
ing in the early 1970s and
worked for more than 20
years for Crestar Bank in
Alexandria. Mrs. Lyon was
a lifelong Presbyterian.

In October, 2011, she
moved next door to her son
Larry and daughter-in-law
Martha in Seven Lakes West.

A memorial service will be
held Friday, May 17, at 4
pm at West End Presbyterian
Church sanctuary. A grave-
side service is scheduled for
Saturday, May 18, at 11 am
in Oakwood Cemetery in
Raleigh.

She was proceeded in death
by her husband Vernon Fred-
eric (Bud) Lyon.

Survivors include sons:
Fred Lyon and daughter-in-
law Lynn of  New Orleans,
LA; Larry Lyon and daugh-
ter-in-law Martha of Seven
Lakes West; seven grandchil-
dren; eight great-grandchil-
dren; her sisters, Margaret
Timberlake of Alexandria,

VA, and Dorothy (Dot) Hoover
of Raleigh.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the West
End Presbyterian Church,
PO Box 13, West End, NC
27376, or to Mt. Vernon Pres-
byterian Church, Sherwood
Hall Lane, Alexandria, VA,
22308. 

Edith Williams Simpson,
92, of Southern Pines, died
Saturday, May 4, at St.
Joseph of the Pines Health
Care Center.

She was the widow of the
late John Henry Simpson
and the daughter of the late
Dockey F. and Ometa Need-
ham Williams.

Funeral services were held

Tuesday, May 7 at Doubs
Chapel United Methodist
Church. The Rev. Laura Dun-
lap officiated. Burial followd
in the church cemetery.

Survivors include daugh-
ters: Betty Locklear, of
Carthage; Paulette Matthews
(Ralin), of Hoffman; and
LouAnn Matthews (Lonnie),
of Foxfire Village; ten grand-
children; nineteen great-
grandchildren; and two great-
great-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions
may  be  made  t o  the
Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Disorders Association,
3800 Shamrock Drive, Char-
lotte, NC 28215.

In memory of . . .

Mike’s
Tire and Auto Center
We Do Timing Belts, All Suspensions, A/C Service,

Brakes, Drivability Problems, Four-Wheel Alignments,
Oil Changes, Transmission Flush, Radiator Flush

We Have the Best Prices on Tires!

––– 673-3788 –––
Michael & Teresa Salyer 299 Grant Street

Owners Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Pick Up and Delivery Available
in the Seven Lakes Area!

West End Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)
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Join us for worship 
on Pentecost, May 19

Worship – 11 a.m. • Sunday School 10 a.m.
Larry Lyon, Pastor; Chip Pope, Associate Pastor

West End Presbyterian Church is located on Knox Lane
in West End, one block west of Highway 211673-4341



by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

It easy to forget
how  much
personality a
kindergartner

can exude. There is no filter,
and they are happy to share
exactly why West Pine Ele-
mentary teacher Brandy Dive-
ley is the school’s Teacher
of the Year.

“She’s nice,” and “kind,”
and, “she teaches us every-
thing she knows,” they
explain. One student enthu-
siastically waves his hand,
when asked what he thinks
of Ms. Diveley. He replies,
“She teaches us fun stuff
like math and all that.”

One full-of-beans little girl
is wearing earphones and
jiving away. Listening to her
favorite song is her reward
for staying on task. Diveley
understands the importance
of positive reinforcement.
Students earn stickers that
they can cash in on a treat.
One student traces her letters
in ink — she has earned the
privilege of writing with a

pen for the day.
“Brandy knows that work-

ing with and collaborating
as a team is essential for
both adults and children, in
order to promote engagement,
innovation, and learning in
the classroom,” Principal Seth
Powers said. Recognizing that
each child is an individual,
“she works diligently to find
a way to meet each of their
learning needs.”

Even  t eache rs  need
approval from their school
mates. “Being chosen as
teacher of the year is an
incredible honor,” Diveley
said, “because I was chosen
by my peers.”

Assistant of the Year 
Kim Williams

Across the hall, teacher
assistant Kim Williams holds
down the fort. Her kinder-
gartners are on task writing
their letters and answering
their worksheets. The stu-
dents raise their hands to
give their opinion of Ms.
Williams.

The first student says,

“She’s nice.” 
A little boy at the next table

is exasperated, “Hey you stole
my thunder! Now what am
I going to say?” He thinks
for a second before replying,
“She makes math fun.” There
is a nodding of heads and
the general consensus is that
she does in fact make math
enjoyable.

One quiet, pigtailed student
whispers, “She helps us when
we make mistakes.” Another
— glossed, glittered, and lay-
ered in all shades of pink —
says, “She reads with much
expression.”

Above all things, a teacher’s
assistant must be depend-
able. 

“She does an outstanding
job of working with her
teacher to support the indi-
vidual needs of students on
a daily basis,” said Powers.
“She genuinely cares about
our students’ growth and
development, both inside and
outside the school.”
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West Pine Elementary honors Diveley, Williams

ABEXTCO, INC. DBA

Call 944-2474

Luxury Sedans • Stretch Limousines • 14 Passenger Vans
SUVs • 1938 Buick Special

West Pine Elementary has named Brandy Diveley and Kim
Williams Teacher and Teacher Assistant of the Year



  NEWS                                                                                                                                         May 17, 2013            Seven Lakes Times                9

by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

The cartoon
adorned the
office door of a
college Span-

ish professor: A mouse bark-
ing like a dog to scare a way
a cat. The caption read: “See,
children, it pays to know a
second language.”

At West End Elementary,
twenty-four kindergartners
will get the chance to learn
to communicate beyond their
mother tongue. Beginning in
the new school year, West
End will introduce its first
Spanish Immersion kinder-
garten.

P r inc ipa l  Le i gh  Ann
McClendon has done her
research. Last year, Associate
Super in tendent  Kathy
Kennedy asked McClendon
to visit the language immer-
sion program at New Century
International Elementary
School in Fayetteville.

McClendon was amazed at
what she saw. She immedi-

ately requested permission
to begin a similar program
at West End. 

“We have done a lot of
research, screening of can-
didates and interviews,”
McClendon said. “We are
partnering with VIF Interna-
tional Education Company
out of Chapel Hill.”

West End currently has an
opening for a kindergarten
teacher. McClendon has con-
ducted interviews to hire a
native Spanish speaking
teacher. 

“This is not an additional
position — this is based on
my  enro l lment , ”  she
explained.

Partnering with VIF has
helped provide McClendon
the support she and the
Moore County School System
needs to implement the pro-
gram. “

It is an awesome opportu-
nity for our students,” she
said. Nineteen students have
already signed up. Any family
with a rising kindergartner

is eligible to enroll. Enroll-
ment is open until June 1;
if more than 24 students
enroll, students who make
the class will be chosen by
lottery.

“We will have a full class
of twenty-four students,”
McClendon explained. “The
twenty-four kindergartners
will stay together, year after
year, until they complete fifth
grade. By fifth grade, all stu-
dents will be bilingual. Each
year we will add a different
Spanish speaking teacher,

until we have a full Spanish
Immersion Program in grades
K-5.”

The curr iculum truly
involves immersion in another
language. “The instruction
will start slowly in Kinder-
garten, until the students
are able to understand,”
McClendon said, noting that
the understanding comes
quickly. “The students will
most likely be able to under-
stand full instruction [in
Spanish] by November.”

“Ninety percent of the day

will be spent in with instruc-
tion in Spanish,” McClendon
explained. “English instruc-
tion will make up the other
ten percent, with classes in
art, music, physical educa-
tion, lunch, and recess allow-
ing time for interaction with
their peers.”

Not until second grade will
the students have their first
English class. Parents are
expected to read to their chil-
dren every night in English. 

“English is around these

Spanish Immersion class coming to WEE

In this moment . . .

AGENCY NAME
website

Call or visit us:

It doesn’t matter if you saved money in 15 minutes. 

It doesn’t matter if your neighbor has the same insurance you do. 

What matters right now is the quality of your independent 
insurance agent and the company that stands behind them.

Auto-Owners Insurance is “Highest in Customer Satisfaction 
with the Auto Insurance Claims Experience, Five Years in a Row” 

according to J.D. Power and Associates. 

12778 (11-12)

Auto-Owners Insurance ranks highest among auto insurance providers in the J.D. Power and Associates 2008-2012 Auto Claims StudiesSM. 2012 study based on 12,508 total responses, ranking 26 insurance providers. Excludes those with claims only for 
glass/windshield, the�/stolen, roadside assistance or bodily injury claims. Proprietary results based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed November 2011-September 2012. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

1-12)12778 (1
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910-692-8303
www.fcignc.com

www.facebook.com/firstcasualtyinsurance
fciginfo@fcignc.com

(See “Spanish,” p. 21)
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bt Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

Sometimes, I
get a chance
to write about
something I

really believe in. Mr. Chip
Lee is West Pine Middle
School’s Teacher of the Year.
He also happens to be my
eighth grade daughter’s
homeroom and social studies
teacher. 

Before I met Lee, I received
notification from the school
saying that his house had

burnt down. Several weeks
later we met him at back to
school night. He cheerfully
greeted each of us. When I
asked about the fire, he was
matter-of-fact and grateful
that no one was hurt. 

It is that common sense
strength that Lee brings to
teaching — challenging his
students beyond their comfort
zones to better understand
and appreciate history and
world views. He manages to
do all that while not allowing
his students to take adoles-
cent life too seriously. At the
end of every day, rain or
shine, he good-naturedly
directs exiting school traffic.

His dedication does not go
unnoticed. “Any teacher can
tell you there is no such thing
as an eight-hour work day.

Chip Lee
named
Teacher
of Year
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John A. Whelan
Broker/Owner

www.WhelanRealty.com
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Chip Lee, West Pine Middle
Teacher of the Year

(See “Lee,” p. 11)
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Make it a priority to have
your pet routinely vaccinated,
especially for rabies. In fact,
North Carolina law requires
rabies vaccinations for dogs
and cats and ferrets four
months and older.

In April 2013, a family in
Wake County experienced
the nightmare of having three
beloved pets euthanized
because of rabies. One of
their dogs came in contact
with a rabid raccoon, which
was reported to local Animal
Control officials. 

The unvaccinated dog test-
ed positive for rabies and
had to be put down. Sadly,
the other two pets, also not
vacc ina t ed ,  had  t o  be
destroyed because of expo-
sure to the sick dog. This
unfortunate scenario could
have been avoided with rou-
tine vaccinations.

Rabies is an animal disease
caused by a virus which
affects the central nervous
system. Common carriers of
this disease are raccoons,
bats, foxes, and skunks.
When an animal is first infect-
ed, it may appear healthy
and show no signs of infec-

tion. After 1–3 months, the
virus affects the spinal cord
and brain. The animal will
begin to display classic symp-
toms such as change in
behavior, aggression, unco-
ordinated gait, and drooling
or “foaming at the mouth.”
Once these symptoms occur,
the animal dies within days.

Exposure is cause for
immediate action. If you are
bitten by a possibly rabid
animal, wash the wound with
soap and water for 15 min-
utes and then seek immediate
medical attention. Your physi-
cian will decide if vaccinations
will be needed. 

If your pet is bitten, consult
your veterinarian immedi-
ately. Local Animal Control
should also be notified so
the possibly infected animal
can be caught and tested for
the disease.

Rabies Clinics are held at
Moore County locations
throughout the year. The
2013 Northern Moore County
Kick-Off Clinic will be held
on Friday, May 17, 2–4 p.m.
at the Robin’s Nest pet shop
at 130 N. Middleton Street,

Robbins. Moore County res-
idency is not required to par-
ticipate. 

A one-year rabies shot will
cost $5, and drive-through
service will be available for
those wishing to keep their
pet(s) in their vehicle. A vet-
erinarian will be present to
answer questions, and infor-
mation will be available about
the subsidized spay/neuter
program for Moore County
pets at the Spay Neuter Vet-
erinary Clinic of the Sandhills
located in Vass.

Rabies Clinics are also held
on the 4th Friday of each
month, from 2 to 4 pm at:
Crain’s Creek Fire Depart-
ment, 4525 Lobelia Road,
Vass and Aberdeen Fire
Department, 800 Holly Street,
Aberdeen.

Protect your pet, your fam-
ily, and your community by
having your pets vaccinated. 

For more information on
Rabies Clinics, please call
910-947-2858. 

If you would like to volun-
teer, please call 910-315-
0607.

145 W. Plaza Dr., Seven Lakes • PackShipPartySupply@hotmail.com • 910-400-5459

Buy 2 Get 1 Free!
Any Solid Color Set Items

(Of Equal or Lesser Value)
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105 Seven Lakes Court
West End, NC 27376

• Real Estate • Traffic Offenses
• Business Law • Estate Planning
• Business Planning • Estate Administration

Phone: (910)673-1325              Fax: (910)673-1327
website: www.gbcnclaw.com
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www.sevenlakesdentist.com
We File Dental Insurance

NITROUS OXIDE AVAILABLE
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NEW PATIENTS

WELCOME!

He is often here as early at
6:00 am and doesn’t leave
until five or six every night,”
Principal Dr. Candace Turk
said. 

“He is just an awesome
teacher,” Turk continued.
“Chip was chosen Teacher
of the Year because he loves
the kids and he loves to teach
social studies.He treats the
students like his own and
always makes time for them.” 

As my daughter puts it:
“He talks to us, not at us.”
Sincerity and fairness are
never lost on an eight grader. 

Lee’s students respect him
and even care enough to
keep in touch once they’ve
moved on from middle
school. 

“They come back to see
him,” Turk said. “He cares
about them and wants them
to succeed in life; and, in
turn, they want to make him
proud.”

(Continued from page 10)

Lee

Join textile historian and
conservator, Lynn Gorges,
on Saturday, June 8 for a
“Bound Signature Quilt
Block Workshop” from 1
pm to 4 pm. and learn
about quilts used and pro-
duced during the time of
the American Civil War as
you make your own bound
signature quilt block.

The workshop will discuss
color palettes and patterns
used during the Civil War
era as well as compare
authentic period fabrics to
reproduction fabrics that
can be bought for making
replica Civil War era quilts.

Workshop will last about
three hours.

Basic sewing skills are
required. Space is limited
to 20 participants. To
reserve your spot, please
call 910-486-1330. Extra
openings will be filled the
day of on a first come first
served basis. 

The cost is $40 per per-
son, which includes mate-
rials to make one bound
quilt block. This event is in
conjunction with 2nd Sat-
urdays Arts Fest. Museum
of Cape Fear, 801 Arsenal
Avenue, Fayetteville  910-
486-1330.

Civil War Quilt
Workshop Offered

Low-cost rabies vaccinations available



Kayleigh Wachter of Seven
Lakes North competed in the
South Central District 4-H
Horse Show at The Ark
Equestrian Park  in Monroe.

Wachter trained with riding
horses from Seven Lakes Sta-
bles placed in seven of the
ten classes she competed in,
making her a 2013 State
qualifier. 

In addition to furthering

her riding skills by competing
in the 4-H shows and qual-
ifying for state, she is eligible
for academic scholarships
through the 4-H program.

This was Wachter’s first
ever show, and a first for
Seven Lakes Stables.

Stable manager, Kate Pen-
nington said, “I’m very excited
and proud that we placed,
let alone becoming state qual-

ifiers!” 
Asked about her favorite

class, Wacheter said: “Barrels.
They were very challenging
and made me think. Plus it
was really fun, and Dollar
liked them. Games in general
were great!”

She said her next goal is
“more showing and challeng-
ing myself to do better.”
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Kayleigh Wachter makes
7 Lakes Stables a winner

Kayleigh WachterDr. Michael K Orbach, Pro-
fessor of Marine Affairs and
Policy and Director of the
Coastal Management Pro-
gram in the Nicholas School
of the Environment at Duke
University will discuss the
issue of rising sea levels in
the context of cultural and
historical view points on
coastal management with
specific application to the
Outer Banks at the League
of Women Voters of Moore
County meeting on Tuesday,
May 21 at 11:30 am. 

Dr. Orbach has performed
research and been involved
in coastal and marine policy
in North America, Asia and
Europe. He has published
widely on social science and
policy in coastal and marine
environments.  In North Car-
olina, he was a member of

the NC Marine Fisheries
Commission and is currently
a member of the Boards of
Directors of the NC Beaches,
Inlets and Waterways Asso-
ciation.

The meeting is open to the
public and will be held at
Table on the Green Restau-
rant, Midland Country Club,
2206 Midland Road, South-
ern Pines. Check in time is
11:30 am; the meeting will
begin at 11:45 am. Before
the luncheon, a League mem-
ber will give an issues report
on pending voter rights leg-
islation in the North Carolina
legislature.

The luncheon is catered;
a  p r i o r  r e se r va t i on  i s
required. Call Charlotte Gal-
lagher, 910-944-9611, by
May 17. A check payable to
the LWVMC in the amount

of $12 is preferred.

Climate change & the Outer Banks

Saturday, May 18th
11am – 3pm

BBQ PLATES
$10 - proceeds go to 

Strength for
Sienna

O

VER
-2-TOM’S

Auto, Marine & RV

910.673.0451

Service!
	�����������

250 Grant Street • Seven Lakes, NC
Over2Toms@gmail.com • www.Over2Toms.com

Thomas G. Dusch, Jr.
Your 7 Lakes Neighbor

More than 21 Years
Automotive  & Marine

Experience

Oil Change,
Filter, and
Free Tire
Rotation

Only $2595

Call About our Spring Boat
Service Special!†ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL® RESERVES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A FUEL SUPPLEMENT OF UP TO $10 PER GUEST PER DAY ON ALL GUESTS IF THE PRICE OF WEST TEXAS INTERMEDIATE 

FUEL EXCEEDS $65.00 PER BARREL.*Prices are per person, cruise only, based on double occupancy in an inside stateroom and in U.S. dollars. All itineraries and prices are subject to 
change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. ©2012 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd Ships registry: The Bahamas. 1

SAIL TO BERMUDA

For Reservations or Information, Contact:
CHERYL A. DARWELL, Cruise & Land Specialist
PHONE: 910-673-SAIL (7245)
TOLL FREE: 877-693-4535
CDarwell@CruisePlanners.com
www.Cheryl-CruisePlanners.com

RESERVE YOUR ROYAL CARIBBEAN VACATION WITH US TODAY!

Sail to Bermuda from Baltimore on the 
newly revitalized Grandeur of the Seas®, 
and enjoy a round or two in paradise. 
Book today and enjoy a $75 shipboard 
credit and pay with American Express 
Points!

GRANDEUR of the SEAS®
7-NIGHT BERMUDA
May - October 2013
Departing from Baltimore, Maryland
Prices starting from $799†*

CRUISE TO BERMUDA!

�� #�*&���($+����(&$���#* $&(��&%�*��
���+#&+)��(�%��+(�&��*������)����%�
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�
May - December 2013
Departing from Baltimore, Maryland

Prices starting from $549†*

CHERYL A. DARWELL, Cruise & Land Specialist
PHONE: 910.673.SAIL (7245)
TOLL FREE: 877.693.4535
CDarwell@CruisePlanners.com
www.Cheryl-CruisePlanners.com



Keep Moore County Beau-
tiful has joined forces with
the Moore County Home
Builders Association for the
Tarp Awareness campaign
which focuses on reducing
roadside litter, preventing
accidents, increase tarp usage
& awareness of NC litter laws. 

Continuous efforts are
maintained to implement lit-
ter and solid waste programs,
utilizing the Keep America
Beautiful System, to ensure
that Moore County is the
cleanest county in North Car-
olina.

The Moore County Home
Builders Association will be
offering free tarps and edu-
cational materials to their
members and to the public
courtesy of Keep Moore Coun-
ty Beautiful.  

MCHBA members received
tarps at their May 13 general
membership meeting, and
the public can stop by the

Association office on May
22nd  between 1:00 -5:00 at
10022 NC Highway 211 East,
Aberdeen. Tarps will be dis-
tributed on a first come first
served basis. Help save tax
dollars, reduce litter and keep
our roads safe by using tarps,
cargo nets and tie-downs to
secure our loads.

North Carolina taxpayers
spend millions each year to
remove litter that blows out
of truck beds. It’s illegal under
North Carolina law to haul
an improperly secured load. 

Penalties for l ittering
include up to a $2,000 fine,
community service work and
one point on a motorist’s
driver license upon convic-
tion. 

Though you may not inten-
tionally litter, if you do not
secure the items in your truck
bed, you are contributing to
dangerous and unsightly
roadside litter. 
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Saturday, May 18th

11am – 3pm
Seven Lakes Village Central
(Between Lake House & TempControl)

Celebrate Spring with Your Neighbors
and Meet your Local Merchants.

Street Fair

Music, Art,
Crafts, Food,
& Fun for the
Whole Family!

Sponsored by the
Seven Lakes Business Guild

Genesis Home Services
& Remodeling
Small Jobs • Big Jobs • All Jobs!

Free Estimates! CALL TODAY (910) 673-4257
Over 30 Years Experience • Excellent Local References.
Your Seven Lakes Neighbors! • SChestercr@aol.com 

from this �����TO THIS!

Chair tightening, furniture restoration & refinishing; faucet & toilet repair
and replacement; pressure washing decks, siding and roofs; tile work; drywall
installation & repair; custom cabinetry; decorative trim work; additions; and
remodel work of all kinds . . . and so much more —  JUST ASK!

Since 1996, we have 
been serving Moore

County with quality
work at fair prices.

SPRING SPECIAL – DECKS & DOCKS
Maintenance, Repair or Custom Built

Westsider Rebecca Rose
Sawyer, daughter of Lee and
Amy Sawyer, was recently
awarded a scholarship by the
Moore Philharmonic.

The orchestra’s scholarship
competition is open to all Moore
County residents that play an
orchestra instrument. Awards
were academic and merit
based, and required written
recommendations from teach-
ers and report cards. 

Winners were presented with
their scholarships on April 21,
dur ing  a  conce r t  o f
the Moore Philharmonic at
Sandhills Community College.

Sawyer wins scholarship

Rebecca Rose Sawyer

Tarp that load, and keep highways clean

Sandhills Natural History
Society will meet Monday,
May 20 at 7 pm at Wey-
mouth Woods Auditorium,
1024 Ft. Bragg Rd., South-
ern Pines.

“Bats by the Millions:”
Park Ranger Scott Hartley
will share slides and video
from a recent trip to several
Texas caves containing huge
maternity colonies of Mex-
ican free tailed bats. 

One cave contains 20 mil-

lion bats! 
When these bats emerge

to feed it is an extraordinary
spectacle. 

Hartley will discuss their
life cycle/ecology and how
these flying bug zappers
were almost used to fight
in World War II. Visitors are
welcome! 

Call 910-692-2167 for
more information or visit
online at www.sandhillsna-
ture.org

Fascinating bats
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Moore County Government
Leadership Academy 2013
is a program that places High
School and College students
in internships throughout
county Government. The
Leadership Academy is an
initiative sponsored by Moore
County Public Information
Office and Moore County 4-
H.

Since its inception in 2010,
the program has continued
to improve and become very
popular in the Moore County
community, and as such this
year only 10 select applicants
wi l l  par t i c ipa te  in  the
improved and more intense
program. 

The program gives students
ages 14 and up a unique
learning experience by allow-
ing them to participate in
on-the-job training with
Moore County Governmental

agencies.
Students will be assigned

to county departments based
on their career interests. The
civic education component
will allow participants to gain
insight into the workplace
and participate in simulations
and hands-on activities that
give an up-close and personal
view of the process of becom-

ing a government employee,
school board member, sheriff,
commissioner, state repre-
sentative, etc. 

Youth will gain leadership
skills while learning how gov-
ernment affects our daily
lives and the impact citizens
have in government. Tours
will include county, city, and
state government agencies.

The final day will be spent
in Raleigh touring the state
Capitol.

Knowing their government
can expand their knowledge
and ability to make a differ-
ence in the community. 

By participating in the Gov-
ernment Leadership Acade-
my, students will: gain work
experience, develop leadership
skills, learn how government
affects the people, learn how
decisions are made in the
county and beyond, students
will meet local government
officials and staff, and learn
how they  can  become
involved in the process.

Schedule
July 12 10:00 – 1:00

Orientation (lunch includ-
ed) Agricultural Center,
Carthage

July 29-Aug 2, 9:00-4:00
Internship

Aug 5 - Civic Education
Cost: $25 (will include all

meals during Civic Edu-
cation)
Program information and

applications can be found at
www.moorecountync.gov or
contact Linda Gore, 4-H
Coordinator, at (910) 947-
3188, Eli Arroyo-Allen 910)
947-6363. All Moore County
youth ages 14-21 are eligible
to apply.

County offers Leadership Academy for Teens

FFRREEEE
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“Your Body Tells You It’s Wright”
Dr. Sharon A. Wright • Doctor of Chiropractic

Mon Tues Wed & Fri  9:00 am – 12:30 pm  & 2:00 – 6:00pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 12:30 pm

No Fee For Consultation • Bring your Insurance

673-Back(2225)                277 MacDougall Drive
(Turn between Pharmacy & Dentist)

New Doctor in
Seven Lakes!

Accepting New Patients!The people of West End
United Methodist Church
4015 NC Highway 73, West End, NC 27376
Sunday School 9:45 am Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am

Pastor - Dr. Won Namkoong • Phone: 673-1371
o

On Sunday, May 19,
McDonalds Chapel Presby-
terian Church will celebrate
its eleventh anniversary of
becoming a particular
church.  Al l  members,
friends, and family associ-
ated with the church are
invited to attend the worship
service at 11 am and remain
for a covered dish lunch
afterwards.

McDonalds Chapel was
originally established in the
1930’s as a satellite church
of Community Presbyterian
Church in  P inehurst .

Through the years McDon-
alds Chapel grew and flour-
ished, providing more serv-
ices to its members and the
Foxfire area and gradually
becoming independent. In
2002, it became officially a
“particular” church of the
Presbyterian Church USA.  

The church welcomes vis-
itors. McDonalds Chapel is
located at 1374 Foxfire
Road, off Linden Road, Pine-
hurst. 

For more information,
call Jill McCloy at (910)692-
5094.

McDonalds Chapel
celebrates anniversary

Lions Golf
Tournament

The Seven Lakes Lions
Club will be holding their
17th Annual Charity Golf
Tournament on Sunday
June 9. The tournament
will be held at the Seven
Lakes Country Club, with
a 1:30 pm, shot-gun start. 

Format will be Captain’s
Choice with four Person
Teams (teams may be men,
women, or couples). Cost
for this charity is $80 per
golfer and includes a buffet
dinner served at the con-
clusion of the Tournament.
Prizes for 1st & 2nd places
– cash prizes, with Hole-
in-One prizes – TBA, Clos-
est to the Pin Prize on a
Par 3 Hole. Raffle Prizes
– include golf equipment,
free rounds of golf at area
golf courses, meals at local
restaurants and many
other prizes from local
merchants. 

Contact Bill Seldomridge
910-673-2590 or 910-690-
9500 for more informa-
tion.

To register teams, send
payment to: Seven Lakes
Lions Club, PO Box 841,
West End, NC 27376.
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SHANNON STITES
Broker, SFR

SEARCH ALL MOORE COUNTY LISTINGS AT WWW.SHANNONSTITES.COM

113 LONGLEAF DRIVE • 7LW

4 BED + BONUS!  $275,000

116 JAMES DR • 7LW

4 BD + MANY UPGRADES! • $286,000

129 HARRELL RD • 7LW

3 BED + DEN, SPACIOUS, GREAT VIEWS! $475,000

240 FIRETREE LANE • 7LN

3 BD+ 2.5 BA, ALL BRICK • $179,900

119 ANDREWS DR • LAKE AUMAN

CUSTOM WATERFRONT, MINT CONDITION!  $899,000

123 ANDREWS DR • 7LW

AMAZING WATERFRONT  $600,000

119 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

3 BD + 2 BONUS RMS  $250,000 

CHAD STITES

CHAD & SHANNON STITES  YOUR SEVEN LAKES NEIGHBORS!

ShannonStites@gmail.com     Shannon: (910) 992-6231
ChadStites@nc.rr.com     Chad: (910) 992-6230       

1008 SEVEN LAKES DRIVE

SPACIOUS OFFICE BUILDING $117,900

164 CARDINAL LN • 7LN

2 BD+2 BA, WATERFRONT • $167,500

101 PITTMAN RD • 7LW

WATERVIEW, 3 BD+LOFT $349,900

106 SHENANDOAH • 7LN

3 BD+ 2 BA, SPACIOUS! • $159,000

141 WERTZ • LAKE AUMAN!

2 KITCHENS, MANY UPGRADES • $550,000

108 SMATHERS• 7LW

BOLTON BLDRS AWARD WINNER  $275,000

REDUCED !

251 FIRETREE LN • 7LN

3 BD + BONUS  $186,500 

106 SIMMONS • 7LW

4BD+BONUS, CLOSE TO MARINA  $349,000

124 SHAW DRIVE • 7LW

CLOSE TO MARINA!  $255,000

WATERVIEW!

101 ATWATER CT. • 7LN

LAKE ECHO WATERFRONT 3/2.5  $199,000

101 BUTTERFLY CT • 7LW

PREMIER WATERFRONT LOT • $650,000

OUTDOOR KITCHEN,
WATER FEATURES!

459 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

WATER VIEW IN EVERY ROOM $540,000

AUMAN WATERFRONT

166 JAMES DRIVE• 7LW

3 BD+2 BA UPDATED!  $200,000 

135 LANCASHIRE LN • 7LS

3/2 WITH 2 CAROLINA RMS  $165,000 

MANY UPGRADES!

141 JAMES DR • 7LW

3/2 AUMAN WATERFRONT  $360,000

112 CLAY • 7LW

SPACIOUS WATERFRONT! $630,000

115 BAKER • 7LW

RV/BOAT STORAGE  $495,000

WATERFRONT!

135 E DEVONSHIRE • 7LW

3BD+2 BA, MANY UPGRADES  $255,000

MUST SEE!

PENDING!PENDING! REDUCED! REDUCED!

LAKE AUMAN LOTS!
158 SIMMONS $425,000

109 BUTTERFLY $410,000
101 BUTTERFLY $650,000
108 DOUGLAS $292,000

133 BAKER $375,000

MORE GREAT LOT VALUES!
511 LONGLEAF $25,000 • 170 LAMPLIGHTER  $25,000

113 PITTMAN $30,000 • 128 VANORE  $42,000
158 JAMES  $42,000 • 157 OTTER $45,000

101 FEATHERSTON $55,000 • 111 CLAY  $55,000
119 CLAY $58,000 • 445 MORGANWOOD  $85,000
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•  Hospice Teleconference

– on Improving Care for
Veterans Facing Illness and
Death held at FirstHealth
Hospice & Palliative Care
Administration Building,
251 Campground Road,
Building 251B, Pinehurst.
Registration at: 12:30 to 1
pm, Presentation: 1 pm to
4:30 pm. Call (910) 715-
6000 for information and
to register. Presentation is
free.

•  Rabies Clinic – 2 to 4 pm
at the Robin’s Nest pet
shop, 130 N. Middleton
Street, Robbins. Moore
County residency is not
required. One-year rabies
shot $5, drive-through serv-
ice available for those wish-
ing to keep their pet(s) in
their vehicle. Veterinarian
will be present to answer
questions, and information
will be available about the
subsidized spay/neuter
program for Moore County
pets at the Spay Neuter
Veterinary Clinic of the
Sandhills, Vass.
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•  Armed Forces Day
•  VVA #966 Pancake Break-

fast Fundraiser – 8 am to
10 am, Vietnam Veterans
of Moore County Chapter
966. Join your neighbors
at Applebee’s Neighborhood
Grill & Bar, 1403 N. Sand-
hills Blvd., Aberdeen. Tick-
ets at the door, $7 per per-
son. Proceeds support
Veterans of any conflict
and active duty personnel.

•  Bird Walk – 8 am, Spring
migration is underway. Join
the ranger for a 2-mile hike
to look for these winged
wonders. Bring binoculars,
tick repellent, sunscreen
and field guides. Meet at
the park office. Weymouth
Woods, 1024 Fort Bragg
Rd., Southern Pines, 910-

692-2167. Free and open
to the public.

•  Zumba Class – 9:30 to
10:30 am, free class at
Seven  Lakes  Bap t i s t
Church, in the Hankins
Family Life Center.

•  Seven Lakes Business
Guild Street Fair & May
Fest – 11 am to 3 pm,
Come meet friends and
neighbors at the

Busi-
n e s s

Guild event, organizations,
craftspeople, artisans, food
& craft vendors will be on
hand.

•  Strength for  Sienna
Fundraiser Run for Aware-
ness – 9 am 1K Race $15,
5K Race 9:30 am $25,
Cornhole Tournament at
11am, $50 per team, BBQ
lunch 11 am to 2 pm $10
each. Proceeds benefit both
Sienna’s treatment and for
Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma
and the “Be the Match”
program. Held at Sandhills
Winery, 1057 Seven Lakes
Drive. 673-2949 or contact
Nor een  a t
noreen@nc.rr.com
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•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-

copal Church – 9:30 am,
Holy Communion. 1145
Seven Lakes Drive. 673-
3838.

•  McDonalds Chapel Pres-
byterian Church Anniver-
sary – 11th anniversary,
at 11 am. All members,
friends, and family asso-
ciated with the church are
invited to attend the wor-
ship service and a covered
dish lunch afterwards in
the fellowship hall. McDon-

alds Chapel, 1374 Foxfire
Road, Aberdeen. Jill McCloy
at (910)692-5094.

•  Discovery Hike – 3 pm,
The group will look at flow-
ers, shrubs, bugs, birds,
frogs, toads, lizards, snakes,
turtles, mammals and any-
thing else they can discover.
Bring binoculars, sun-
screen, and tick/bug spray.

Mee t  a t  the
park office.
Weymouth
Woods, 1024
Fort Bragg
Rd., South-
ern P ines ,
9 1 0 - 6 9 2 -
2167. Free

and open to the public.
•  The Rooster’s Wife – doors

open at 6 pm, show at 6:45
pm, in the gallery of Poplar
Knight Spot. Guest tonight
is John Cowan and Tiller’s
Folly. Rooster’s Wife. 114
Knight St., Aberdeen,
www.theroosterswife.org
(910)-944-7502.
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•  Weight Watchers Meeting

– 5 pm-6 pm, at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal
Church, 1145 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Monday Night Services
at WEUMC – evening Fel-
lowship Meal at 6 pm fol-
lowed, by Worship Service

at 7 pm. Come as you are.
West End United Methodist
Church, 4015 Highway 73,
West End. Church Office
673-1371.

•  Sandhills Natural History
Society – gather at 7 pm,
program begins at 7:30 pm.
“Bats by the Millions” Wey-
mouth Woods Superintend-
ent, Scott Hartley, will share
slides and video from a trip
to Texas. Meet at the Wey-
mouth Woods Auditorium.
1024 Ft. Bragg Road,
Southern Pines. 910-692-
2167 www.sandhillsna-
ture.org
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•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased.

•  League of Women Voters
of Moore County – Dr.
Michael Orbach, Professor
of Marine Biology, Duke
University, will speak on
Climate Change and the
Outer Banks. Registration
at 11:30 am. Lunch at
11:45 am. Cost $12 for
lunch. Table on the Green.
Everyone welcome. Reser-
vations required: 944-9611.

•  Moore County Board of

Commissioners – 6 pm,
at the Historic Courthouse,
Carthage.

•  Caregiving Workshop – 6
pm to 7 pm. Why is Care-
giving so Hard? Free work-
shop for family caregivers
of seniors. Sandhills Mem-
ory Care, 292 McDougall
Drive, Seven Lakes. Speak-
e r  Barbara  S t ende r.
Refreshments. Call 673-
2230 to reserve a seat.

•  Zumba Class – 7 pm to 8
pm, free class at Seven
Lakes Baptist Church, in
the Hankins Family Life
Center.

�
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•  Seven Lakes Chapel in

the Pines Lunch Bunch
– All single seniors are invit-
ed to attend the Seven
Lakes Lunch Bunch for
lunch at the Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines Jorale-
mon Fellowship Hall on at
12 noon. Todd Pusser, an
award-winning photogra-
pher, will be the presenter.
To make reservations for
lunch and if transportation
is needed, call Dora Lan-
caster 673-0166.

•  Rosary at Chapel in the
Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150. Seven Lakes.

•  Welcome Home Bible

What’s When
Calendar

Read Seven Lakes . . .
Read the fascinating story of the development of
Seven Lakes. Only $26.75 each.

Order by mail from Annocon Publishing Company, 
2406 Overbrook Lane, Sanford, NC 27330

Meet the Author, Ann O. Bass, at the
Seven Lakes Mayfest Street Fair

Saturday, May 18th
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Study – 7 pm, West End
United Methodist Church.
Rev. Dr. Won Namkoong
leads the session in the
WEUMC Fellowship Hall.
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•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry is for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the eld-
erly). Fellowship and devo-
tion and a meal at $5.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes Drive,
Seven Lakes.

•  Sandhills Winery Wine
Tasting – 5:30 pm to 8
pm. 1057 Seven Lakes
Drive. (910) 673-2949.
www.sandhillswinery.com

• Zumba Class – 7:00 to 8:00
pm, free class at Seven
Lakes Baptist Church, in
the Hankins Family Life
Center.

����������������
•  Zumba Class – 9:30 to

10:30 am, free class at
Seven  Lakes  Bap t i s t
Church, in the Hankins
Family Life Center.

��������������
•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-

copal Church – 9:30 am,
Holy Communion. 1145
Seven Lakes Drive. 673-
3838.

•  Moore County Concert
Band – performance at 2
pm, in the Grand Ballroom
of the Carolina Hotel. Con-
cert is free and open to the
pub l i c .  In f o r mat i on :
www.moorecountyband.co
m or 910-235-5229.

•  “More than Pines” – 3 pm,
Join a ranger to discover
that just the opposite is
true. Bug spray is recom-
mended. Weymouth Woods,
1024 Fort  Bragg Rd.,
Southern Pines, 910-692-
2167. Free and open to the
public.

•  The Rooster’s Wife – doors
open at 6 pm, show at 6:45
pm, in the gallery of Poplar
Knight Spot. Guest tonight
is Betse Ellis and Wurlitzer
Prize. Rooster’s Wife. 114
Knight St., Aberdeen,
www.theroosterswife.org
(910)-944-7502.
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•  Memorial Day Holiday
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•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased.

•  Zumba Class – 7 pm to 8
pm, free class at Seven
Lakes Baptist Church, in
the Hankins Family Life
Center.

•  Seven Lakes Landowners
Association – 7:30 pm,
General meeting. Seven
Lakes North Clubhouse.
Open to all landowners.

�
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•  Rosary at Chapel in the

Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150. Seven Lakes.

•  Seven  Lakes  West
Landowners Association
– 7 pm, work session. West

Side Park Community Cen-
ter. Open to all landown-
ers.

•  Army Brass To Perform
– 7 pm, Fifteen brass play-
ers from the Army Ground
Forces Chamber Ensemble
will present a evening of
thrilling brass music, at
The Village Chapel, 10 Azal-
ea Road in Pinehurst. Free
concert in the Chapel’s
Sanctuary. 910-295-6003.

•  Welcome Home Bible
Study – 7 pm, West End
United Methodist Church.
Bible Study designed for
the reverts; who went to
the church when they were

young and strayed away
or were not active in the
church, then came back
later to know God and seek
the purpose of life. Rev.
Dr. Won Namkoong leads
the session in the WEUMC
Fellowship Hall.
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•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the eld-
erly). Fellowship and devo-
tion, meal at $5.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-

dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes.

•  Sandhills Winery Wine
Tasting – 5:30 pm to 8
pm. 1057 Seven Lakes
Drive. (910) 673-2949.
www.sandhillswinery.com

• Zumba Class – 7:00 to 8:00
pm, free class, Seven Lakes
Baptist Church, in the Han-
kins Family Life Center.
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•  Seven Lakes Garden Club

–  Free, Garden Tour, 9 am
to 1 pm. Tour 8 gardens
in Seven Lakes (Maps avail-
able at the South and West
Entrance Gates). 

SEVEN LAKES ORTHODONTICS
JOHN MARK GRIFFIES, PLLC

West End, NC 27376
910-673-0820

CELEBRATING OUR 8TH YEAR! THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

135 Village View Dr.

Owner: Justin Thomas

910-673-3325910-673-3325
910-639-3325910-639-3325

SHOP
★

FOOD LION
Seven Lakes Dr.

Grant St.

M
cD
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u

g
all
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C
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We Can Help
With Your

Deductible!

•Auto/Motorcycle Repairing & Painting
•Quick Recovery Time
•Lifetime Warranty
•Insurance Claims

����������



  18               Seven Lakes Times           May 17, 2013                                                                                                                                          NEWS

among ourselves if we think
Moore County is the best
way to go, and then we can
go forward. It is the recom-
mendation of the long range
committee and the best inter-
est of Foxfire Village and its
future water source.”

Conception to Reality
“If you are asking concep-

tually, then I think 'concep-
tually,' yes," Frusco said.
"But when I bring up some-
thing, you say that’s a detail.
Whether or not it is financially
feasible is a different story.
Conceptually, I think it’s the
right thing to do.”

“I don’t like the proposal
that was originally made,”
Frusco added.

“What about that draft pro-
posal that we shared was
problematic?” Durham asked.

Frusco said the Council
had originally been told that
the Village’s water rates would
stay the same for twenty
years. Gould had later clar-
ified that rates would stay
the same, unless the County
rates went up, in which case
they would be raised propor-
tionally. 

Frusco also questioned the
transparency of the propos-
al.

“Our water rates are higher
than Moore County’s, and a
portion of the water rates
are to pay for that line coming
down [that is, a new water
main connecting the County
and Village water systems].
How much is the water line

going to cost?" Frusco asked.
"How much of the resident’s
water bill is going to go to
that line? I think it’s impor-
tant to have something struc-
tured in case a developer
comes in and buys 150 acres
of land with highway frontage
— that they [the developer]
will have some obligation to
[pay down] that debt, ulti-
mately.”

Durham agreed that there
was some initial confusion
and miscommunication with
Gould concerning how water
rates would be impacted by
the merger.

“The day before our meet-
ing," Durham explained, "he
[Gould] called me and said,
'I made a mistake when I
told you rates would stay the
same for 20 years. That was
incorrect.' Our rates would
stay the same until the next
rate change.

"I don’t believe Randy
[Gould] in any way attempted
to deceive us,” Durham said
to Frusco. “You kind of
implied that when you first
started. The rate, of course,
is going to pay some of the
note [borrowed to pay for the
new water main]. I am miss-
ing your note about a lack
of transparency.”

Durham and Frusco dom-
inated the debate, leaving
little room for other Council
members to join in. 

“If you just say you are
going to pay x amount of dol-
lars for water usage . . .
Somewhere that is going to
pay off some of the debt,"

Frusco said. "We don’t’ know
how much of the water rate
is going to be used for debt
service.”

“Why don’t we look at this
differently?" she suggested:
"Pay the same rates and fig-
ure out what it is going to
cost to bring that water line
down."

Durham replied that at the
April meeting Gould had said
it would cost slightly above
$1 million to lay the line.

McCue interjected: “He
[Gould] was very amendable
to that. Those are details we
are going to have to work
out if we think we need to
hook up to Moore County
for the future.”

What’s the rate?
After doing some some

quick math, Frusco said the
debt service on a $1 million
water main would require
Foxfire rates only $5 to $9
higher than standard Moore
County rates. She then made
the same recommendation
she had made in April —
that Village residents should
pay standard rates, plus a
separate surcharge for the
cost of laying the water line. 

McCue once again remind-
ed the board that Gould had
been amendable to that sug-

gestion. He then recommend-
ed setting a public hearing. 

Durham agreed it was time
to hear from the public. “I
am confident as a Council
we can figure out what to do
with the debris pile,” Durham
said.  We have to go forward
with this.

It Only Takes Three
“I am in agreement with

Leslie we would be remiss
not to pursue the concept,"
Mayor Erickson said. "But
there is a whole bunch of
stuff in those fifteen questions
I  asked  tha t  I  wan ted
answered. We don’t have to
have 5-0 vote to do this. We
only need 3,” Erickson said. 

Erickson then reminded
the Council of other split
votes in the past. “We weren’t
unanimous," he said. "Once
we got through it, then we
went back to work to do what
work we had to do.”

Durham said he had hoped
the Council might be in agree-
ment on such an important
issue.

“We need to move forward,"
Frusco said. "It’s a big deal.
Let’s hear from the public.
If only five people show up
then shame on them.”

In the Wake of Catastrophe
After much back and forth,

Councilman Vic Koos took
the floor. 

“My concern is if we don’t
go with Moore County and
something catastrophic hap-
pens to the water system in
the future," he said. "And if
we haven’t gone with Moore
County, then I don’t want to
have to say, 'Gosh, we had
that chance back then.' What
if something happens, cat-
astrophic? It might never
happen. We had the chance
to go with Moore County and
we didn’t do it. That’s where
I am coming from.”

The lack of public input
also concerned Koos. “It is
somewhat depressing have
this meeting, and only two
or three genuinely interested
people show up, and we have
902 in the village,” Koos said.
“I know what the criticism
of my outlook will be. But
you can’t look at it that way.
I don’t want to take a chance.
Right now I would be in favor
of it. Have the meeting and
convince me I am wrong.”

The Council agreed that
Frusco, Durham, and any
others who wanted to would
meet with Gould in July. A
public hearing would be
planned for August.
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Let us Build your Dream Home!

We finish on time 
for the price quoted!

1030 7 Lakes Drive, Suite A,
West End, NC 27376

991100--667733--44880000

Lakeview Construction Co.

(Continued from page 3)



have been overfunded,” he
said. “As we discussed with
the Board, we have received
level local funding while state
funding has decreased dra-
matically since 2008. During
that time, thanks in large
measure to [Chief Finance
Officer] Mike Griffin, Moore
County Schools has nonethe-
less been a remarkable stew-
ard of the public trust.”

Sauce for the goose?
Spence said it is prudent

for MCS to maintain a fund
balance.

“I think it’s critically impor-
tant to note that the decision
to grow fund balance was a
sound decision,” he said.
“This allows the district to
hold in reserve funds that
prevent us from going to our
Commissioners in the case
of unexpected need or dis-
aster.”

The Superintendent pointed
out that the County Com-
missioners themselves have
worked to maintain a fund
balance of in excess of four-
teen percent — and, beyond
their fund balance, they are
growing capital reserve funds. 

“This year, they [the Com-
missioners] were able to put
over $4 million into this cap-
ital reserve fund, presumably
with an eye towards some
future county government
facility construction,” Spence
said. “All of us should com-
mend our county for its ability
to lead with sound fiscal pol-
icy and be in this position
— and Moore County Schools
should be similarly com-
mended.”

Skin in the game
Speaking at the County’s

recent Critical Issues Summit
about MCS’ digital learning
initiative, Picerno said he
wanted the school system to
have “skin in the game.” That
may explained the decision
to, in effect, move $375,000
from the schools’ current
operational funding to the
new digital technology fund.
But Spence objected to that
logic.

“I believe that we should
be funded as requested, with
level operating expenses, and
an additional line item for

$750,000,” Spence said. “Bar-
ring this, if the county desires
to fund the initiative at half
our request, we hope they
would leave our operating
expenses at current levels
and  s imp ly  des i gna t e
$375,000 towards digital
learning.”

A public hearing on the
proposed FY2014 Moore
County budget is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 21 at 6:00
pm in the Historic Court-
house in Carthage. 

“We would certainly encour-
age individuals interested in
the future of our schools to
come and show your support
as we raise these issues
again,” Spence said.

End of Year Recognitions
Despite economic chal-

lenges, teaching and learning
continue apace. The Board
of Education meeting room
was standing-room-only as
the members recognized stel-
lar students, staff, and teach-
ers. 

The North Moore High

Schoo l  wres t l ing  team
received recognition as state
champions.  Even more
impressive was their  grade
point average of 3.6, the high-
est of any wrestling team in
the state. 

Racing to the Finish
One recognition proved a

bittersweet moment for board
Member Bruce Cunningham,
whose daughter Jennie Cun-
ningham is moving away to
begin her college career. She
was recognized for the win-
ning the State indoor track
event for the third time and
tying for female runner of
the year. She holds four
records at Pinecrest in the
500 meter, 800 meter, 1000
meter,  and 1600 meter
events. 

Running fast comes with
rewards beyond winning the
race. Jennie received a full
scholarship and will be run-
ning cross-country and track
at Dartmouth College.

Jennie greeted each board
member with handshake,

but gave her dad a big hug. 
“I appreciate seeing all of

the coaches here tonight,”
Bruce Cunningham said. “I
would like to recognize the
positive impact the coaches
and teachers have on our
students it is just outstand-
ing.”

Never too Old to Learn
Thirty-one school employ-

ees were recognized for earn-
ing higher degrees. Twenty-
four earned their masters;
three earned other advanced
degrees; and Mamie Allen,
Lisa Troutman, and Kathy
Kennedy earned their doc-
torates.
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First Casualty Insurance Group
Your Group Network Agency

910-692-8303 • www.fcignc.com

A teenage daughter routinely uses social
media to post pictures of her friends. After
one careless posting, a lawsuit is presented
by the parents of one of the girls, citing
defamation of character.  

Any intentional false communication,
either written or spoken, that harms a per-
son's reputation; decreases the respect,
regard, or confidence in which a person is
held; or induces disparaging, hostile, or
disagreeable opinions or feelings against a
person may result in a defamation lawsuit. 

The posting of photos and comments
on the internet opens a whole new world
of opportunity for personal injury lawsuits.
Whether frivolous or not, one can still
expect the cost of defense.  

Does your current insurance protect
you? What’s your back-up plan if your
agent didn’t offer this special endorse-
ment? Call us today for a policy review,
and we’ll let you know just how inexpen-
sive this added protection is for your
homeowner’s insurance.

What’s Your Back -Up Plan?

Call Amy McBryde, CSSR
For a Coverage And Rate Review Today!

910-692-8303
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.tracyscarpets.com

FREE ESTIMATES – Check our prices before you buy
“In business over 39 years. Come by to see us.”

Travis Building • 136-A N. Trade Street

Office: 673-5888  •  Home: 673-5372  •  Fax: 673-0055

Hardwood
& Carpet

Largest Sale of the Year!
(on Selected Items)

TRACY’S CARPET

SALE!

Family Owned
Southern Pines • Pinehurst 
West End/Seven Lakes

BOLES
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

692-6262  •  673-7300

(Continued from front page)

All single seniors are invit-
ed to attend the Seven Lakes
Lunch Bunch for lunch at
the Seven Lakes Chapel in
the Pines Joralemon Fel-
lowship Hall on Wednesday,
May 22 at 12 noon. There
is no cost, however reser-
vations would be appreci-
ated. Transportation will
be provided if needed. Any-
one wishing to come for the
presentation only may come
at 12:30 pm.

Todd Pusser, an award-
winning photographer, will

be the presenter. Pusser’s
travels have taken him to
over 30 countries and into
every ocean on earth. His
photos have appeared
around the world and have
been featured in prominent
magazines such as BBC
Wildlife, National Wildlife,
National Geographic Kids
and Ocean Realm  and
many more.  

To make reservations for
lunch and if transportation
is needed please phone Dora
Lancaster 673-0166.

Chapel Lunch Bunch



against expecting county tax-
payers  to  fund a i rport
improvements.

Airport Executive Director
Steve Borden came looking
for a local match for three
projects:
• Terminal upgrades paid

for with Federal Aviation
Administration funds,
requiring a $16,667 local
match.

• Purchase and clearing of
the Priest property, adja-
cent to the airport, requir-
ing  a  l o ca l  ma tch  o f
$26,000.

• A temporary control tower
for use at the airport to
manage traffic during the
2014 US Open Golf Tour-
naments, with the Airport
Authority and County Com-
missioners splitting the
$63,632 cost.
All three items were ulti-

mately tabled pending addi-
tional information, but Chair-
man Nick Picerno laid out
the Board’s key concern:

“I don’t want any money
coming from the Moore Coun-
ty general taxpayer going into
the airport,” Picerno told Bor-
den. “You get the sales tax
rebate [that is, the County
rebates to the Airport County
sales taxes collected on the
sale of aviation fuel].”

“We want to support you
and want the airport to be
a showplace. We don’t want
to expand the airport. We
want to keep it right where
it is.”

“If it [the funding] is coming
from the Moore County tax-
payer, I can’t vote for it, Picer-
no concluded.

What Picerno and the rest
of the Board apparently
would support is paying the
local match for the terminal
upgrades and Priest property
using funds derived from the
hotel occupancy tax. An inter-
local agreement among the
County, Airport Authority,
and Convention and Visitors
Bureau allows a portion of
the tax to be used to support
the airport.

But Picerno was unclear
whether those funds could
be used for these specific
purposes, and asked to have
the matter tabled pending
County Attorney Leland’s

review of the agreement. The
Board voted unanimously to
table.

On the matter of the tem-

porary control tower, Com-
missioner Randy Saunders
noted that the County Man-
ager’s FY2014 budget antic-
ipated increased airport rev-
enues due to the US Opens.
He added that it is common
for a business expecting an
increase in traffic and sales
to expect to have increased
costs.

That prompted Picerno to
propose that the County pay
half the cost of the control

tower, but, if fuel sales at
the airport were more than
expected due to the US
Opens, the Airport Authority

would pay the County back.
“The whole county will ben-

efit from the increased com-
merce during the Opens,”
Picerno said. “We do believe
it is a winner, but we are
trying to minimize the impact
on the Moore County tax-
payer.”

Picerno asked Borden to
come back with a firm fuel
sales projection, and the
Board tabled the item.

Picerno questions 
business incentive

A $15,500 economic devel-
opment incentive to upgrade
sewer service to International
Tray Pads & Packaging in
Aberdeen passed in a three-
to-one vote, with Chairman
Picerno opposed.

Picerno noted that the
Aberdeen company is owned
by Pactiv, LLC, which is in
turn owned by Reynolds
Holdings, “which had a $2.6
billion profit in either the
last quarter or the last year.”
He questioned whether a
company with profits of that
magnitude really needed
$15,500 from County tax-
payers, and a matching
$15,500 from taxpayers in
Aberdeen.

Commissioner Saunders
defended the incentive, noting
that the County had agreed
up front to match the town’s
contribution.

“The company has already
employed thirty-three [the
number called for in the

“I don’t want any money coming from the
Moore County general taxpayer going into
the airport . . . . We want to support you and
want the airport to be a showplace. We don’t
want to expand the airport. We want to keep
it right where it is.”

— Commissioners’ Chairman Nick Picerno
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TTHHEERRAAPPEEUUTTIICC SSHHOOEESS

CAN’T FIND SHOES THAT FIT?

120 MacDougall Drive
910-673-SHOP(7467)

Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6 pm •  Sat 8:30 am – Noon
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Shoes too narrow or wide?  
We are your shoe fitting experts!
We also carry “Flex-OA” shoes,
which have been shown to reduce 
knee pain by reducing the load on 
the knee by 20%!  

For Diabetics with Medicare, 
one pair of shoes is covered every 
calendar year!

WE
OFFER

673-1180
114 Edgewater Drive
Seven Lakes North
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Feeling Good is
the Fun of It!
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(Continued from page 5)

(See “Commissioners,” p. 21)
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incentive package] and are
pushing to forty-five,” Saun-
ders said. “A number of them
were former Gulistan [Carpet]
employees.”

“A company with that much
profit has the potential to
bring us more than thirty-
three jobs,” Commissioner
Jimmy Melton added.

Other Business
In other business during

the Board of Commissioners
Tuesday, May 7 meeting the
Board:

•  Called a Public Hearing
for Tuesday May 21 on text
amendments to the Zoning
Ordinance dealing with
Group Care Homes.

•  At the Request of Coop-
erative Extension, approved
a resolution asking a federal
bankruptcy court to look
favorably on offers to pur-
chase the Chatham County
poultry processing assets of
the bankrupt Omtrom USA,
LLC. The hope is that a buyer

will reopen the facility, pro-
viding jobs for the nearly
1300 employees laid off when
the plant closed, as well as
a market for local farmers.

•  Approved the Juvenile
Crime Prevention Council’s
FY2014 funding plan, which
divides a $181,745 state
grant among Moore County
Youth Services, Communities
in Schools and the Council
itself.

•  Authorized Sheriff Neil
Godfrey to enter into mutual
assistance agreements with
the law enforcement agencies
of county municipalities and
adjacent counties.

•  Approved an amendment
to the policy for water and
wastewater lines to allow
those lines to be extended
across two intermediate lots
in hardship cases.

•  Approved water tank
maintenance agreements with
Utility Services Co, Inc. for
maintenance of two tanks
on Power Plant Road and
one on Monticello Road.

•  Approved a quitclaim
deed that transfers the site
of the former Vass wastewater
treatment plant back to its
original owner, Alliene, LLC.
The town’s sewer system is
now connected to the Coun-
ty’s treatment plant in Addor.

•  Approved the sale of an
unused county van to Friend
to Friend in exchange for a
promise that it will be used
for public benefit.
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108 Josephs Point 
Seven Lakes West 

4 BR, 3.5 BA - MLS# 152356 
Beautiful water front home with hardwood

floors throughout the living areas. 
Well designed kitchen has glass top 

stove and sandstone counters. 
Call Mary 910-255-4500

121 Lawrence Overlook 
Seven Lakes West

5 BR, 4.5 BA - MLS# 152563 
Fantastic panoramic views 

of Lake Auman from 
virtually every room!  

Call Gene 910-315-1777

T512453
193 W Devonshire Avenue 

Seven Lakes South 
3 BR, 2.5 BA - MLS# 150955 

Move in ready with distinctive upgrades 
which include an open kitchen 

with beautiful granite countertops, 
new appliances, and gorgeous 

hardwood floors!

T988481 T972209

554 Broken Ridge Trail 
McLendon Hills

4 BR, 3.5 BA - MLS# 152521 
Sit back and relax on your wrap-around 

front porch. Enjoy the wide open 
spaces of McLendon Hills. 

Situated on 2.12 acres 
in horse friendly community!

125 Sandstone Court 
West End

3 BR, 2 BA - MLS# 152527 
Minutes from Seven Lakes shopping 

on a beautiful wooded 
three-plus-acre lot 

with commanding view.

T924718
4801 NC Hwy 73 

West End
4 BR, 4.5 BA - MLS# 151726 

Green Acres - respect for the environment 
with all the luxury of modern living! 

Six acres close to back gate 
of Seven Lakes and 

12 minutes from Pinehurst.

T1027705 T787296

274 Firetree Lane 
Seven Lakes West 

Newly painted, new carpet, new tile &
move-in ready!  Large foyer, living room

with fireplace, master suite with tiled 
shower & more! 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,

1,600+ sq.ft. MLS# 153431
Call Pete 910-639-2882

192 Boulder Drive 
Stones Throw 

4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths MLS# 152484 
Sitting on 2.6 acres, this home 

offers a fenced backyard, great deck for
leisure time, large game room 

& bonus room upstairs! 

T827300
105 Lee Overlook  Seven Lakes West
Beautiful custom home on Lake Auman!  

Breathtaking views of the entire lake!  Many
upgrades including custom cherry cabinets,
granite countertops, Butler’s pantry, wet bar,

office or study & more! 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths,
4,500+ sq.ft. MLS# 153524 
Call MaryAnn 910-783-6997

T983946 T1050139

NEW! Seven Lakes Welcome Center 
102 Lakeway Drive 
West End, NC 27376 

910-400-5508  

Coldwell Banker Advantage 
190 Turner Street, Suite D 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 

910-693-3300

Strive for excellence ~ Build enduring relationships 
We will be your Real Estate ADVANTAGE! 

We will always put the needs of our clients first to 
create an atmosphere of teamwork & mutual respect.
Come Experience the Coldwell Banker Advantage.

121 Lawrence Overlook
Seven Lakes West

5 BR, 4.5 BA. Fantastic panoramic
views of Lake Auman from virtually

every room!

193 W Devonshire Avenue
Seven Lakes South

3 BR, 2.5 BA. Move in ready with distinctive
upgrades: an open kitchen with beautiful
granite countertops, new appliances, and

gorgeous hardwood floors!

108 Josephs Point
Seven Lakes West

4 BR, 3.5 BA. Beautiful water front home
with hardwood floors throughout the living
areas. Well designed kitchen has glass top

stove and sandstone counters.

125 Sandstone Court
West End

3 BR, 2 BA. Minutes from Seven Lakes
shopping on a beautiful wooded 

three-plus-acre lot with commanding view.

554 Broken Ridge Trail 
McLendon Hills

4 BR, 3.5 BA. Sit back and relax on your
wrap-around front porch. Enjoy the wide

open spaces of McLendon Hills. Situated on
2.12 acres in horse friendly community!

192 Boulder Drive
Stones Throw

4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths. Sitting on 2.6 acres,
this home offers a fenced backyard, great

deck for leisure time, large game room
& bonus room upstairs!

105 Lee Overlook 
Seven Lakes West

Beautiful custom home on Lake Auman! Breathtaking
views! Many upgrades including custom cherry cabi-
nets, granite countertops, Butler’s pantry, wet bar,
office or study & more! 4 BR, 4.5 BA, 4,500+ sq.ft.

274 Firetree Lane
Seven Lakes West

Newly painted, new carpet, new tile & move-
in ready! Large foyer, living room with fire-

place, master suite with tiled shower &
more! 3 BR, 2 BA, 1,600+ sq.ft.

4801 NC Hwy 73
West End

4 BR, 4.5 BA. Green Acres - respect for the
environment with all the luxury of modern

living! Six acres close to back gate of Seven
Lakes and 12 minutes from Pinehurst.

NEW! Seven Lakes Welcome Center Coldwell Banker Advantage 
102 Lakeway Drive 190 Turner Street, Suite D

West End, NC 27376 Southern Pines, NC 28387 
910-400-5508 910-693-3300

Strive for excellence.
Build enduring relationships. 
We will be your Real Estate

ADVANTAGE!

children most of the day,”
McClendon said. “They listen
to radio, watch television,
and speak English at home.
Some transfers happen nat-
urally when they start hear-
ing different expressions.
What research is showing
is, by the time language
immersion students take the
EOG, they are outperforming
their peers.” 

During visits to Charlotte
and Fayetteville, McClendon
and Moore County Schools
[MCS] Senior Staff members
saw firsthand the impact
Spanish Immersion class-
rooms can have on students.
The kindergartners partici-
pating in this program will
graduate from high school
in June 2026 speaking and
reading English, Spanish,
and, hopefully, another lan-
guage they will take in high
school — creating the pos-
sibility of them being trilin-
gual as they enter college.    

Exposure to language, cul-
ture, and knowledge is so
readily absorbed at Kinder-
garten age, McClendon said.

But it is important not to
leave anyone out. With the
PTA’s help, the whole school
is getting a colorful global
makeover. 

“We  a r e  runn ing  the
SPLASH global gateway in
the two other kindergarten
classrooms,”  McClendon
said. “Each grade level will
also focus on a continent.
The students will learn about,
reference, and make com-
parisons and contrasts of
curriculum they are being
taught. By fifth grade, stu-
dents will have a good knowl-
edge base of our world.”

“We want our students to
know that there is more to
life, and opportunities can
reach beyond West End,
North Carolina, and even the
United States,” she said. “The
idea is to make our students
globally competitive in their
future.”

For more information
regarding the program or if
you have a child entering
Kindergarten at West End
Elementary, contact the
school at 910-673-6691.

�
�������������	�
��
��
�������
����	����

(Continued from page 21)

The Seven Lakes Garden
Club is pleased to announce
their Annual Seven Lakes
Garden Tour will take place
on Saturday, June 1 from
9 am to 1 pm. 

Tour eight lovely gardens
in Seven Lakes (Maps will
be available at the South

and West Entrance Gates). 
Register to win Raffle, Gift

Baskets for a $1 a chance
or 6 for $5 (Baskets include
2 Golf, 2 Wine, 1 Garden,
1 Coffee and 1 Spa). 

Free Admission for the
tour. All are welcome.

Seven Lakes Garden
Tour set for June 1
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Question: Do you think
that American colleges and
universities place too much
emphasis on athletics? 

Response: Of  course
they have. It doesn’t take a
genius with a Ph.D. to rec-
ognize what is happening to
many of our most distin-
guished institutions of higher
education that have been
lured by the gods of television
revenue and the pressure
from professional sports.
Only in North America do
we find competitive athletic
teams as part of the structure
and life of most colleges.
Other nations have compet-
itive athletics, but the athletes
and teams represent a town
or city — not a school.

What began over a century
ago as a movement to include

physical education in a well-
rounded college education
has now turned into an alba-
tross around the universities’
necks. Literally millions of
dollars pass through the ath-
letics office as revenue from
ticket sales, television net-

works, and donations from
sports fans corporations and
alumni. 

In a few of the more suc-
cessful universities, a small
portion of this money is

diverted to academic depart-
ments, but in smaller col-
leges, student fees and money
that could have been used
for academic programs actu-
ally subsidize the athletic
department.

When asked about these
revenues, college

officials say
that if the
athletic pro-
grams dis-
appeared or
were down-
sized, the
c o l l e g e s
would not

be able to raise the money
from other sources, and they
would also lose their edge in
recruiting students who either
play or love to watch sports
events.  

Some of the most distin-
guished schools in the coun-
try have either dropped major
sports teams or reduced them
to non-scholarship endeavors.
The Ivy League Schools, The
University of Chicago, Emory
University, and Berea College
are recognized by the Aca-
demic world as excellent insti-
tutions, yet no scholarships
are awarded for athletic skill.
Instead, they provide financial
aid for academic achievement
and financial need.

Some smaller colleges in
recent years have added
intercollegiate football to a
program in order to attract
students and others believe
that they are making higher
education availably to minor-
ity students who otherwise
would not be able to attend

college.
When I watch an ACC bas-

ketball game and see five
players on the floor and eight
coaches on the bench, most
of whom are paid more than
the professors in the arts
and sciences. I think to
myself: “Something is out of
kilter. We have our priorities
out of sync.”

But to show you what a
hypocrite I am. Please don’t
call me after 7 o’clock at
night when ACC basketball
is on television. Go Blue Dev-
ils!  Go Tarheels!  Go Wolf-
pack!

Don Welch, the minister of
the Chapel in the Pines,

welcomes your questions
and comments at:

dwelch1@nc.rr.com

Too much emphasis on athletics?

Seven Lakes Times
May 17, 2013 OPINION
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Dear Editor:
An article in the May 3 edi-

tion of The Times that dis-
cusses the preferred source
of water to be pumped into
Little Juniper Lake contains
a quote which could be mis-
leading to readers. 

Speaking during the April
24 Open Meeting of the Seven
Lakes Landowners Associa-
tion [SLLA] about the pending
sale of our home on Cardinal
Lane, I did not mean to sug-
gest that frustration with Lit-

tle J is the sole reason, but
rather is one of the reasons,
for that decision.

I am delighted to say that
recent committee, board, and
management have been
responsive to Little J issues,
unlike board and manage-
ment from several years back
that refused to respond to
requests for policies and pro-
cedures, or do anything to
rectify the water and dam
deficiencies which have been
an issue since the founding

of the SLLA.
Ron Erskine was instru-

mental in establishing a com-
mittee which successfully
brought Little J and other
water concerns to the atten-
tion of management and
board. Don Fetzlaff has per-
sistently led lakes and dams
committee members more
recently, with much progress. 

Ed Dunn created an excel-
lent pumping procedure
which will assure equity of
lake levels. My issue at the

meeting was only concern
about the source of water to
supplement Little J levels. 

As I write this, I can watch
maintenance personnel
rebuilding the upper dam
surface that fell into the lake
first about eleven years ago,
and has been an eyesore
since. Great things are hap-
pening currently, which may
include professional oversight
of our lakes, our most valu-
able asset.

In time, I hope and expect
the integrity of the Little J
dam will be properly evalu-

ated, since the dip in the
center of the road appears
to be progressively increasing.
Things are better than ever
for Little J.

We have purchased a some-
what larger home on a larger
lake. Thanks to recent efforts
of many, future homeowners
on Little J will not have to
endure the low water levels
and dam eyesore, items
which were neglected for so
many years.

Jerry Johnson
Seven Lakes North

Happy with the progress at Little Juniper

!6'/-4,*)�*7*3:�25,*3��3-)&:��+23�3*4-)*154���/&1)281*34
2+�#*7*1��&.*4���29<3*�����(�*1)21��-//4����

':�#*7*1��&.*4�$-0*4�������!� ���29��
���%*45��1)�����	�
�

����
�
������;�������
�	��	��+&9��;�0&-/�4*7*1/&.*45-0*4�1*5

Greg Hankins & Tom Hankins, Publishers
Greg Hankins, Editor  •  Marcy Hankins, Layout & Copy Editing 

Ellen Marcus, Reporter
Sarah Hankins, Ad Layout

�261)*)�-1������':�#*7*1��&.*4�$-0*4���1(�
���#,*3822)��61,&0���/+3*)�����*15��%-//-&0�����*3(,2+��"65,����#6//-7&1��&1)�$,20&4����$6(.*3

IMES
EVEN
LS AKEST

Your letters
welcome!

The Times welcomes letters
from our readers, and we print

most all we receive.  You will need to sign
your letter, and give us a phone number where you can
be reached. We prefer letters delivered by e-mail, but
also accept letters via the US  Postal Service. Or you
can drop your letter off at our drop box at 1107 Seven
Lakes Drive. 

Please limit your letter to a maximum of 300 words.

Letters to the
Editor
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The way we fund the public
schools in North Carolina
makes no sense. The system
may be too broken to fix com-
pletely, but it would be a big
improvement if we gave local
School Boards independent
authority to levy property
taxes, and pulled the local
school budget out of the
county budget.

That simple change would
have several salutary effects:
• It would make school board

members directly account-
able to the voters for spend-
ing tax dollars.

• It would get county com-
missioners out of the busi-
ness of second-guessing
school board strategy and
policy.

• It would avoid the demean-
ing spectacle of elected
school officials — who run
an enterprise larger than
the rest of the county com-
bined — coming to elected
county officials to beg for
funding.

• It would give the voters a
better opportunity to weigh
the costs and benefits of
school board initiatives —
like Moore County Schools’
digital learning initiative.
I don’t have the space to

try to untangle the spider
web of North Carolina school
funding, but here are some
basics. In Moore County,
about 65% comes from the
state, 26% from the county,
and 6% from the federal gov-
ernment. 

The original logic behind
the system was that the state
would pay for the teachers,
and the counties would build
the schools (just like they
are responsible for building
jails and courthouses). That,
predictably, fell apart long
ago. 

A broken system
Predictably, because the

sages in the General Assem-
bly have a natural incentive
to equalize teacher pay across
the state. But it costs more
to live in places like Cary
and Moore County than in
some less affluent counties
with more affordable housing. 

The pricier counties began
to supplement the teacher
pay provided by the state,

and one thing led to another,
until now counties pick up
the tab for a variety of expens-
es and initiatives that tech-
nically should be state-fund-
ed.

Meanwhile, the state cre-
ated an “education lottery”
that was supposed to provide
additional funding for edu-
cation but often has been
used for other purposes.

How it plays out here
This leads us to the current

state of play in Moore County,
where the Commissioners
and School Board have had
“an excellent relationship”
over the past few years of
tight budgets, mostly because
the schools haven’t asked
for any increase in local fund-
ing.

But now, Moore County
Schools [MCS] Superintend-
ent Aaron Spence and mem-
bers of the School Board
want to pursue an audacious
plan to roll out digital tech-

nology in the
classroom,
and they’d
like a little
extra county
funding to
pay for it. 

Actually,
they asked
for  an extra

$750,000. That’s about six
tenths of one percent of the
County budget or eight tenths
of one percent of the MCS
budget. It’s the equivalent of
six tenths of one cent on the
46.5 cent property tax levy.

But it’s an ongoing com-
mitment that will ultimately
become an annual $2 million
expense for County taxpay-
ers.

The request met with a
chilly reception from the
Commissioners, who protest-
ed that they thought we were
going to start all this digital
learning stuff next year.
Chairman Nick Picerno, who

NC school funding is dumb

CONTACT US FOR

AVAILABLE BUILDING LOTS

& LONG OR SHORT TERM

RENTALS!
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Featured
Homes 125 West Plaza Drive, Seven Lakes, North Carolina

The Property Center

103 FOREST SQUARE CIRCLE-
Golf front with wide views of

the Beacon Ridge course.
Call Tom – $239,000

260 BOULDER DRIVE
Country Living at it's best. Just

outside 7 Lakes. 3BD/2BA.
Call Phil – $170,000

161 MAGNOLIA SQUARE
Commercial Office Space in

Aberdeen. Excellent Location.
Call Larry – $249,000

3222 W NC 24/27, BISCOE
High Visibility Commercial.

Main hwy, across from Walmart.

Larry or Angel – $299,000

108 SHAGBARK
Waterfront Townhome. 

2 Decks. Great Investment.
Call Norma – $137,500

104 WOODALL CT
SLW Upscale executive home.

4BR/4.5BA
Call Tom – $525,000

138 SWARINGEN DR
SLW Waterfront. Den/Study

plus Carolina Room.
Call Phil or Norma – $469,000

104 FOGLEMAN COURT
3BD, 2BA on a private cul de
sac near the back gate in SLW

Call Tom – $224,900

105 THOMAS PT, LOT 3089
Lakefront on Auman with 194’

of bulkheaded frontage.
Call Tom – $285,000

RITTER ROAD, CARTHAGE
21+ Acres. Beautiful rolling
terrain with mature trees.

Call Norma – $75,000
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LAW OFFICES OF

ROBERT J. BIERBAUM
PLLC

1135 Seven Lakes Drive
Suite D

(910) 688-3308

Website: rjblawyer.com

TRAFFIC TICKET TROUBLE?
Worried about Insurance?
Relax. Call us. We’ll handle it.

Bob Bierbaum

COMPLETE COMPUTER
& NETWORKING SOLUTIONS

Computers • Networking • Phone Systems
• Residential & Business Computer Repair, Upgrade, & Maintenance

• Network Installation and Support for Residential and Business Settings
• Phone System Installation & Support for Residential & Business

• VoIP Phone System Design & Installation
• Internet Service Expert (Cable, DSL, & Dial-Up)

Certifications In:
Cisco • Microsoft • Linux

Contact Chris at (910) 295-0614

������������������
Greg Hankins

(See “School,” p. 24)
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MANNA! in Motion, the 5k
and 10K Trail Race, will be
held at Sandhills Community
College, 3395 Airport Road,
Southern Pines, on Saturday
June 1. MANNA! In Motion

(MIM) is one of the four spring
races in the Sandhills Race
Series.

The MIM trail race starts
at SCC and winds through
the beautiful Reservoir Park

of Southern Pines. The race
course provides obstacles
that trail runners will enjoy
– uphill and downhill chal-
lenges, wooden bridge cross-
ings, tree weaving, tree roots

and more. The 5K and 10K
starts at 8:00 a.m. to provide
cooler temperatures for run-
ners. 

Register for MIM: by mail
registration form to MANNA!
P.O. Box 1081, Southern
Pines, NC 28388, online at
www.active.com, or on Race
Day June 1 at SCC. The entry
fee for the 5K and 10K Race
$25. Those registering on
race day need to add $2 to
the registration fee. Number
and chip pick up begins at
6:30 am. To assure receiving
a free race T-shirt, runners
need to register prior to May
15th. There is a $20 discount
for Sandhills Striders mem-

bers and a $15 fee for active
military and all dependents
and students in Grades 1-
12  in  s choo l  o r  home
schooled. 

Pre-registration will be held
Friday May 31 at 5:00  to 7
pm at Our Saviour Lutheran
Church, 1517 Luther Way,
Southern Pines.

The awards for 5K and 10K
races will be awarded to the
top overall male and female
winners and 1st, 2nd, and
3rd in the following age divi-
sions: 10 and under, 11-14,
15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49,
50-59, 60-69 and 70 years
and older. 
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—— We Sell All of Moore County ——

LOTS AVAILABLE!
Call Pete Garner at 910-695-9412
or Ann Benton at 910-295-7732
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Seven Lakes North                            104 Sunset Way
All Brick, 2 Bed 2 Bath                                Great Buy at $162,500

Call Elizabeth Childers at 910-690-1995

Grand Pines                              225 Windswept Vista
Magni6cent 4 Bed 4 Bath Home Offered at $895,000

Call Ann Benton at 910-295-7732

has been assiduously review-
ing MCS financials for the
past few years, noticed that
the schools have been run-
ning a surplus in their local
account and banking that
cash in something called a
“designated fund balance.”

“We shouldn’t be funding
surpluses,” Picerno said.

The schools, on the other
hand, feel they have been
carefully minding their pock-
etbooks, and responsibly
salting away a little extra
cash during uncertain eco-
nomic times. 

Now they have a plan to
invest that nest egg, over a
period of years, in the Super-
intendent’s digital learning
initiative.

Half a loaf
The Commissioners plan

to give the schools half of
the $750,000 they asked for.
Though that’s not the inten-
tion, this decision insults
the elected members of the
School Board, implying that

they are either incapable of
deciding how to educate our
kids, which they were elected
to do, or that they are irre-
sponsible with taxpayer
money. 

On the other hand, it
makes the Commissioners
look like bad guys in the
eyes of parents of school
kids, who want their children
to have the benefits of the
best education possible (and
are tired of selling candy and
gift wrap to pay for copy
paper).

How to fix this?
Commissioners Chairman

Picerno came up with the
solution to this perennial
problem during the County’s
Critical Issues Summit. 

“The thing that always
bothers me,” Picerno said,
“it is sort of funny that the
legislature has put us in
charge of funding it, but we
have no role in spending it.”

Exactly. 
And the Commissioners

and the School Board and

Moore County schoolchildren
and Moore County taxpayers
would all be better off if the
General Assembly took the
job of funding the schools
off the shoulders of the Coun-
ty Commissioners and placed
it instead on the shoulders
of the School Board.

The School Board would
then be responsible for edu-
cating our kids while holding
“school taxes” at an accept-
able level. And the Commis-
sioners would no longer be
responsible for funding some-
thing over which they have
little control.

Is this going to happen
anytime soon? Probably not,
given that the current occu-
pants of the General Assem-
bly appear to be headed in
the opposite direction, cre-
ating opportunities to move
more power over schools into
the hands of county com-
missioners.

But it would be a far better
use of the considerable tal-
ents of both sets of elected
officials.

School funding

AMERICAN-OWNED
MANUFACTURER

COAST TO COAST SERVICE!

Call for an Appointment 673-4000

WHAT IF YOU MISSED
HER FIRST WORDS?

•  FREE Hearing Tests •
• In Office Hearing Aid Repairs •

Manufactured in the USA by
ASK ABOUT OUR

VETERANS’ DISCOUNT!

HEARING SOLUTIONS
“Your Hearing Is Our Concern”

125 North Trade Street, Seven Lakes • Mon - Thurs 9 - 5, Fri 9 - 2
www.AudibelHearingSolutions.com

Val Scantlin
Hearing Aid

Specialist/Owner
Retired Veteran

Lorraine Scantlin
Office Assistant

HearingTechnologies

(Continued from page 23)

Run for a good cause - MANNA in motion

VVA Pancake Fundraiser
Join the Vietnam Veterans of Moore County Chapter

966 at their Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser on Saturday
May, 18 from 8 am to 10 am. Ask your neighbors at
Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar, 1403 N. Sandhills
Blvd., Aberdeen. Tickets available at the door, $7 per
person. The proceeds from the breakfast will support
Veterans of any conflict and active duty personnel.
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the Village’s employees in
the preliminary budget. 

“We value our employees,”
Frusco said. “I am sure every-
one on the council wishes
we could do more for the
employees.”

Due to a state-mandated
increase in employee health
and retirement benefits, the
Village will be responsible

for an additional $6,800 in
health insurance and retire-
ment coverage for its full-
time employees.

Village Mayor George Erick-
son said, “I would like to reit-
erate ,  we  tuss led wi th
increasing benefits for our
employees at some of our
past work sessions. As you
said earlier, we have tenta-
tively agreed on a two percent

increase.”

Water Level
Councilman Steve Durham

reported that the Council
anticipated little change in
the water department’s budg-
et. 

“We are in a good place
with our infrastructure and
water tank,” he said.

Durham said that future

capital projects would need
to be considered carefully:
“It will depend on whether
or not we choose to continue
to operate our own water
system.” 

Erickson opened the floor
to public comment.

Resident Mike Cole asked
whether the Village would
ever consider having its own
municipal fire department. 

Cole expressed his concern
that the Moore County Board
of Commissioners plan to
implement a flat fire tax coun-
tywide — to the disadvantage
of West End Fire and Rescue. 

“Just because they are
going to get ten cents on a
hundred doesn’t mean that

they will pay us that,” Cole
said. “If we become a munic-
ipal department then we are
not locked in to a flat tax.”

“It’s worth researching,”
Frusco replied. “Let’s see if
we can get together in the
near future to at least talk
about some of these things.”

Durham advised inquiring
at the state level. 

“The League of Municipal-
ities can to give guidance to
how big a municipality has
to be before it becomes fea-
sible to have its own fire
department,” he said.

The Village’s Citizen Par-
ticipation Budget Workshop
will be held on Wednesday,
May 15 at 6:30.
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OIL CHANGE BRAKES TIRES AC REPAIRS

WINDOW MOTORS WHEEL ALIGNMENT EMISSIONS TESTING

TRANSMISSION SERVICE BATTERIES/ALTERNATORS/STARTERS

Platinum Member of the Seven Lakes - West End Area Business Guild

Phil & Kathy Cook, Owners
Mike Deegan, Service Advisor

144 MacDougall Street • Seven Lakes, NC
673-2277

(Continued from page 3)

require planting low shrubs
and a deeper set back from
the road to protect the rural
nature?”

“I also totally agree with
cleanup,” he added, echoing
the concerns expressed by
Board members. “There
should be some funds to
make sure it is cleaned up
in the end. The cleanup
should ensure that under-
ground power line is removed,
the garbage removed, and
the land restored to its orig-
inal state. I think solar panels
are fine, but we also need
to protect the rural nature.
We have a lot of abandoned
factories and mill sites that
might also be a viable option
for this.”

“I am very also concerned
about the amount of land
that is being eaten up by
these solar panels,” Ruby
Brown said. “We are losing
very good agriculture land.
These farms are not really
doing a lot for the economy.
We need sustainable jobs.
The company brings in its
own employees to set the
panels up. I am glad they

use expert people to do it,
but it wouldn’t really mean
anything to the local economy
— which we really need.”

“I am afraid that these solar
farms may not be sustainable
on their own,” she continued.
“How long it is going to last
and be valid? I don’t know
what kind of teeth you have
in laws or how you enforce
them. If you don’t take care
of your land, then you won’t
have a country for very long.”

“I have a farm right beside
it and am working land
downhill from it,” Michael
Ritter said of one of the instal-
lations. “There are wet
springs that come right
through my property. Would
chemicals in these solar pan-
els leach into the ground?
We got good water. If you
mess up your water, you got
nothing.”

Not now. Maybe later.
“I am a very staunch sup-

porter of pushing the tech-
nological envelope and seek-
ing betterment through
technology,” Chairman
Robert Hayter said. “It is
fairly self-evident, if it wasn’t

for subsidies being provided,
then there would not be an
industry, because they have
yet to prove themselves inde-
pendent.”

As technology improves the
board will revisit zoning for
solar farms, he added. “When
the time comes for that tech-
nology to be market ready
we will want to have these
conversations.”

Les Murray questioned
whether rooftop residential
solar panels were inadver-
tently being prohibited in
the vote. Hayter agreed that
the vote was only in reference
to industrial solar farms, not
residential installations.

After turning down the pro-
posed amendments that
would have allowed solar
farms, the Board recessed
and came back for an in-
depth and lengthy review of
the county’s sign regulations.

Solar
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missioners for their work on
the draft document. The pub-
lic will have an opportunity
to weigh in on the budget at
the Tuesday, May 21 Com-
missioners meeting; final
approval of the budget is
scheduled for the Tuesday,
June 4 meeting. A copy of
the full budget is available
on the County’s website.

No tax increase
The first of four goals that

Vest said guided the budget
process was to “maintain
current tax rates,” and the
centrality of that goal was
emphasized when Chairman
Picerno called the wording
of the objective his only quib-
ble with the budget.

“I would have said ‘maintain
or reduce,’” Picerno said.

Vest’s budget does indeed
maintain the county property
tax rate at 46.5 cents per
hundred, where it has been
since FY 2010, and the
Advanced Life Support tax,
which funds EMS operations,
at 2 cents per hundred. 

The fire tax rate in each of
the County’s sixteen fire dis-
tricts remain at their current
levels, including 4 cents for
Seven Lakes, 5.9 cents for
West End, and Eagle Springs
at 7.5 cents.

Skin in the game for MCS
The Moore County Board

of Education asked the Com-
missioners for $25.5 million

in local operational funding
— a request that has not
changed since FY2010 — but
also asked for $750,000 in
new funding to pay for the
1:1 Initiative to place laptop
or tablet computers in the
hands of every student and
teacher in the County.

Vest’s proposed budget pro-
vides that $750,000, but does
so by reducing the County’s
funding of school operations
by $375,000. The remaining
$375,000 will be drawn from
the County’s capital reserves.

MCS plans to roll out the
1:1 Initiative over the next
three-to-four years, and will
look to  the  County for
increased funding for digital
learning in each of those
years. Once all students and
teachers are equipped with
digital devices, the annual
cost of replacing the com-
puters is expected to total
$3 million, and MCS is asking
the County to fund $2 million
of that total.

With that in mind, Com-
missioner Saunders com-
ments: “We are looking at
numbers that we are going
to have to pay for every year.
Four years from now, we are
looking at paying a significant
amount. We hope that the
schools will show that we
are going to get a lot of bang
for our buck. It’s the future,
but we have to find a way to
pay for it.”

MCS was already planning
to put $1.5 million into the

effort in FY2014, primarily
using cash the school system
has accumulated over the
past several years.

It’s that accumulated fund
balance that caught Chair-
man Picerno’s eye. He told
The T imes after Tuesday
night’s meeting that MCS
ended FY2012 with a $3 mil-
lion surplus in their locally
funded accounts — and had
similar surpluses in the two
prior years. 

“We’re just asking them to
use the accumulated over-
funding of the last four years,”
Picerno said.

Meanwhile, the $375,000
at stake represents roughly
one third of one percent of
both the County and MCS
budgets for FY2014.

College funding flat
The same concern about

“overfunding” came into play
with the Sandhills Commu-
nity College budget request.

Sandhills Community Col-
lege had asked the County
for a $200,000 increase (just
under five percent) in oper-
ational funding and a one-
time contribution of $400,000
to replenish a dwindling cap-
ital maintenance fund.

Vest’s budget does offer
$120,000 in capital funding,

but comes up with that
money by cutting the Coun-
ty’s contribution to opera-
tional funding by $121,819.

“We essentially kept them
flat,” Picerno told The Times.
“Like the schools, they are
running a surplus.  We
shouldn’t be funding sur-
pluses.”

Additional EMS staffing
The County Manager’s

budget includes funding for
seven new EMS paramedics,
three of which will man a
quick response vehicle sta-
tioned at a new fire and EMS
substation to be built on
Carthage-Glendon Road. The
remaining four paramedics
will be assigned to Southern
Pines, allowing the EMS unit
there to operate twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a
week.

Picerno told The Times that
these new positions — and
the new substation — will
be funded from the ALS tax
instead of from the general
fund “taking some of the bur-
den off the general fund tax-
payer.”

The general fund employee
complement will be reduced
by 1.5 full time equivalents,
Vest said during his presen-
tation. He did not elaborate

on which positions are being
eliminated.

Rising benefits costs 
= no raises

The County’s employee ben-
efits costs are expected to
rise markedly in the coming
year, squeezing any room for
cost of living or merit increas-
es out of the budget.

The state-mandated con-
tribution to employee pension
plans jumped 7.5 percent for
law enforcement and nearly
5 percent for every one else.
The per-employee cost of
health insurance will increase
by $634, and a new state-
mandated contribution to an
unemployment insurance
fund will cost the County
$209 per  employee ,  or
$157,152 in total.

In the current year’s budg-
et, County employees were
awarded a half-year two per-
cent cost of living increase
that took effect in January.

A change that will have
little effect on this year’s
budget but could cut costs
— and employee compensa-
tion — in the future is a cap
on total county retirement
contributions for non-law-
enforcement employees. 

The County contributes

��	��
��	����

Sandhills Animal Rescue
League, Inc needs your help
with tax deductible donations
to continue our rescue and re-
homing of abandoned and un-
wanted cats and dogs in the
Seven Lakes and surrounding
area. 

Please help Sandhills Ani-
mal Rescue League continue
to provide excellent vet care
and good nutrition, and to
buy supplies that are needed

on a daily basis by sending a
tax deductible donation using
the form below. 

Thank you from the cats
and dogs we rescue, our vol-
unteers, and the board of di-
rectors of Sandhills Animal
Rescue League.

For more information about
the League, volunteer oppor-
tunities or other information
please contact Lou Atkins at
974-4468 or 638-1921.

Mail this form with your tax-deductible donation to S.A.R.L.
c/o Lou Atkins, 396 Thomas Road, Jackson Springs, NC 27281

����������������	���

�����

Donations to S.A.R.L. will provide shelter, healthcare, and adoptions for rescued pets.

�Monthly                                          � Yearly 

� $10             � $15             � $20             � $25             � Other ______________ 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code _________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________  Email ___________________________________

Make Checks
Payable to
“S.A.R.L.”

If 100 pet lovers will
donate $25 per month
to SARL, we can pay 

our monthly bills.

5071 US Hwy#1,Vass, North Carolina 28394

Offering affordable spay
and neuter services
for those in need

Spay Neuter Veterinary
Clinic of the Sandhills

Call 910-692-FIXX (3499) for an appointment
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the remaining amenities,
requiring that guest cards
be purchased for specific
individuals, rather than being
transferrable from, for exam-
ple, one group of grandchil-
dren visiting on Memorial
Day and a separate group
visiting on July 4th.

Serious complaints
Sohl said the complaints

about this last change were
“the most serious complaints
since I have been here,” and
focused on the fact that the
new passes are person-spe-
cific and unenforceable.

Noting that the roving secu-

rity patrol short starts in the
late afternoon, Sohl said the
Associaiton lacks the staff
to check guest cards at the
playground, tennis courts,
and lakes. “Having rules on
the books that are unen-
forceble just breeds contempt
for the rules,” he said. 

He also noted that the pass-
es have generated only $75
in revenue so far this year,
“. . . and the amount of ill
will this is creating for the
association. . . .”

The Manager’s recommen-
dation was simply to drop
the fees for the guest cards,
but that recommendation
produced an hour of debate

among  D i r ec to r s  and
landowners in attendance.

Director Bill Hirsch ques-
tioned whether the guest
cards provide any additional
level of control over what
could be obtained by simply
having security ask non-
members they encounter to
provide the name of their
member-host.

George Temple reminded
the Board of a situation a
few years ago, when Sequoia
Point was seriously over-
crowded on the weekends
due to unauthorized entry
by non-residents. “Someone
got roving patrol to start card-
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Cell: (910) 690-2975
Office (910)-295-2535

susanadams@remax.net
www.askforsusa n.com

Prime Properties
5 Chinquapin Rd.

Pinehurst NC 28370
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three percent of each employ-
ee’s salary into a 401K plan,
whether or not the employee
contributes to their 401K.
In addition, the County, in
2013, will contribute 7.07
percent of salary to the
employee’s state retirement
plan account. For existing
employees, the County will
continue to make both these
contributions.

But for new employees
hired after July 1, a new pol-
icy will cap the combined
contribution at ten percent
of salary. In addition, the
County will match employee
contributions to their 401K
plans, but will not contribute
when the employee does not
contribute.

The pension and 401K con-
tributions for law enforcement
employees are mandated by
the state.

Paying off debt
The County expects to pay

$10.6 million to service debt
in FY2014 — $5.5 million
for school bonds, $1.8 million
for Sandhills Community
College, and $3.3 million for
County capital projects.

Another $3.4 million in
debt service will go toward
paying down loans for Public
Utilities projects, including
the East Moore Water District
and the Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant upgrade. But the
revenue to handle these pay-
ments is taken not from gen-

eral fund taxpayers, but from
the rates paid by public util-
ities customers.

Water rates to rise
Though taxes will not rise,

if the County Manager’s
budget is approved, water
and sewer rates will.

The budget proposes a
$1.40 increase in the base
water rate for both three-
quarter and one inch meters.
That will increase the three-
quarter inch rate from $6.10
to $7.50 and the one-inch
rate from $7.70 to $9.10.

The sewer rates charged
municipalities will increase
by thirteen cents, from $2.61
per thousand gallons to $2.74
per thousand gallons.

Making do with less
After Vest’s presentation

of the proposed budget,

Chairman Picerno noted that,
five years ago, before 2008
recession, the County was
receiving $18 million in sales
taxes. That number is now
$14 million.

The County general fund
budget at the time had
reached $99 million; it is
now $88 million.

County budget

Beautiful Longleaf Straw

Doug Williams 910-673-2810
PO Box 774, West End NC 27376 qualitypineneedles@gmail.com

Producers of Quality Pine Straw
in Moore County, NC Since 1989

Lot Clearing & Understory Management
Call for Pricing

(Continued from page 26)

Give the gift of life!

Visit
redcrossblood.org
to learn how and
where to donate.
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ing people, and 75 to 100
had to leave,” Temple said,
adding that a few weekends
of carding resolved the over-
crowding problem perma-
nently.

Hirsch noted that requiring
payment for guest cards “has
the purpose of preventing
folks coming in and getting
a whole fistful of guest cards.”

Ultimately, Hirsch moved
the matter to the Open Meet-
ing in the form of two sepa-
rate motions, both of which
receive unanimous support
from the Board. The first
motion would remove the fee
for the first four guest cards,
and charge $25 for four addi-
tional cards. The second
motion would eliminate the
requirement that guest cards
be assigned to a specific indi-
vidual.

Boat slip deposits
The Directors moved to the

Open Meeting a recommen-
dation from Manager Sohl
to eliminate the $50 deposit
required when a member’s
name is added to the waiting
list for a boat slip at the
Sequoia Point marina. Sohl
noted that keeping track of
the deposits involved unnec-
essary bookkeeping for the
staff. He suggested that,
instead, the member at the
top of the waiting list, when
a slip comes up, be given 30
days to pay the $400 slip
rental fee or forfeit the right

to the slip.
But Director Bob Racine

noted that the slip waiting
list was quite long — prompt-
ing calls for adding more
slips to the marina — until
the deposit requirement was
added.

“We were told we needed
to build more docks,” Racine
said. “But, once we did the
deposit, those folks vanished.”

Lake Pumping Policy 
A policy proposal that

would move responsibility
for administering the Asso-
ciation’s lake pumping pro-
gram from the Lakes and
Dam’s Committee to Asso-
ciation staff returned to the
May 13 Work Session after
concerns were raised during
the April 24 Open Meeting
that moving nutrient-rich
water from Seven Lakes
Country CLub’s Lake Win-
dermere had, over time,
fouled Little Juniper Lake
with algae and aquatic
growth.

Manager Sohl provided the
Board with water quality tests
that he said showed “reflect
acceptable ranges for all
lakes. There is no evidence
to suggest that water quality
issues are causing aquatic
life growth in Little J.”

The Board moved the mat-
ter to the May Open Session,
with a request from Director
Conrad Meyer that Sohl pro-
vide the Board with data on
nitrogen and phosphorous

levels in the lakes prior to
that meeting. Meyer noted
that these readings were
missing from the Directors’
packet, and had a greater
bearing on aquatic growth
than did the bateria level
readings that were includ-
ed.

Lake Management Proposal
Also moving to the May

Open Meeting is a proposal
to spend not more than
$13,500 to hire a consultant
from May 30 to October 31
to study and help manage
the community’s lakes. 

An initial proposal was pro-
vided by Foster Lake & Pond
Management, which Sohl
identified as “the premiere
company in the state.” Com-
pany President Johnny Foster
had inspected the lakes and
met with the Lakes & Dams
Committee during a visit to
Seven Lakes.

While noting that it may
be difficult to identify other
companies offering the same
service, the Board asked Sohl
to seek out some competitive
bids prior to a vote at the
May Open Meeting.

Director Meyer asked Sohl
to make sure that Foster’s
work would include “some
opinions on pumping from
Windermere. Instead of hav-
ing folks drawing conclusions
based on personal observa-
tions, we will have some actu-
al data.”

Dock Extension
Denial Appealed

Lake Sequoia resident Greg
Lishawa appeared before the
Board to appeal a decision
by the Architectural Review
Board to deny his request to
extend his dock thirty feet
into the Lake. SLLA rules set
the maximum length at twen-
ty feet.

Lishawa noted that his
property, situated on the
south side of the east end of
the lake, is subject to con-
siderable wave action and
related sand deposits. In
order to protect his boat, he

has installed a boat lift, but
the lift requires at least two
feet of depth, which is difficult
to maintain at the current
sixteen foot dock length.

ARB Director Hirsch said
the committee felt it lacked
the authority to grant this
variance. He also noted that
there are options other than
a boat lift that Lishawa could
use to raise his boat from
the water, without requiring
two feet of depth at the dock.
He also noted that the ARB
and the Board had recently
denied a similar appeal from
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ST. MARY MAGDALENE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Rev. Robert H. Brown The Rev. Fred L. Thompson The Rev. Carol J. Burgess
Vicar Priest Associate Deacon

The Episcopal Church Welcomes YOU!

Sunday Worship Schedule
Holy Communion - 9:30 am
Children’s Chapel - 9:45 am
Adult Christian Education - 10:45 am

Tuesday Mornings
Intercessory Prayer
& Healing Service - 11:00 am

Over 30 Years of Service to Christ Through People
1145 Seven Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes, NC

(910) 673-3838

Welcome,
New Patients!

Call Harriet or Christine @ 673-0113

ONLY

$60
Comprehensive Exam,
Oral Cancer Screening,

Periodontal Exam, &
Full Mouth X-Rays!

New in town? Ready for a change?
We make it easy and affordable for new
patients to become a part of our family.

120 Grant Street • Seven Lakes Village
Mon – Thurs 7:30 – 3:00

WE CATER TO COWARDS!

673-0113

LaLa & Co.
Main St., Troy
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a resident who wanted to put
a boat lift on the end of their
dock.

The Board voted to move
the appeal to the Open Ses-
sion.

Offsite Horse Shows
Board members recently

approved the one-time use
of Association horses to
attend a horse show, at the
request of Stables Manager
Kate Pennington. However,
when that approval was
given, the Directors did not
realize that Pennington’s
young students, not the man-
ager  herse l f ,  would be
involved in the exhibiting. 

“I’m not sue if this is what
we had in mind with an
amenity — which was about
trail rides and pony rides for
residents and their guests,”
President Steve Ritter said.
“Kate seems to be making it
an on-going enterprise.”

Sohl indicated that stu-
dents would not, of course,
be covered by the Associa-
tion’s worker’s compensation
insurance during such activ-
ities, and said he was unsure
whether they would be cov-
ered by the liability policy.

Director Racine said he
was against using the horses
for offsite horse shows, and
noted it had not been vetted
by the Recreation Commit-
tee.

While praising Pennington’s
work effort and ambition,
Sohl noted that expanding
the stables program in that
direction might not be sus-
tainable should she eventu-
ally move on to another posi-
tion elsewhere.

More Security Needed?
Director Rich Faraci told

his fellow Board members
that he feels the single shift
of roving security patrol that
the Association currently
contracts with the Budd
Group is inadequate.

He related an incident in
which he fielded a resident’s
complaint about inappropri-

ate activity on one oef the
lakes at 11:00 am one day,
and was unable to effectively
respond, because roving
patrol had not come on shift.
Ritter followed up with a sim-
ilar story about being unable
to send a security staffer to
check out a report from some-
one who said they smelled
smoke at the North Club
House.

After some discussion, the
Board agreed that Ritter and
Sohl will obtain from the
Budd Group a quote on the
cost of expanding roving
patrol.

Other Business
In other business during

the SLLA Board’s May 13
Work Session, the Directors
• Moved to the Open Meeting

a proposed rule amend-
ment that would allow the
Architectural Review Board
to skip one meeting a
month if there is no busi-
ness to conduct. The rules
currently require the panel
to meet twice a month.

• Heard an appeal on past
due assessments from a
lot owner whose account
was apparently lost in the
former management com-
pany’s records, so that,
despite repeated requests
from the owner, they were
never billed for their dues
assessments. The appeal
was moved to the Open
Meeting.

• Will decide in the Open
Meeting whether to pur-
chase additional insurance
coverage for sexual harass-
ment claims at a cost of
$950. The Association’s
broker suggested the addi-
tion, given the number of
lifeguards employed in the
Summer months, and
Director Meyer asked Sohl
to determine whether
Directors and committee
member would also be cov-
ered.

• Cons idered a  by laws
change recommended by
Sohl that would have
increased the opportunity
for the Board to use elec-
tronic voting, eliminating
language that restricts such
votes to emergency situa-
tions. Board members
expressed a preference for
retaining language that
would restrict email voting
to urgent matters and
asked Sohl to communicate
that preference to the attor-
ney currently rewriting the
Association’s bylaws.

• Referred to the Open Meet-
ing a proposal to replace
all windows and doors in
the Landowners Office
building, at a cost not to
exceed $15,000. Sohl noted
that the current windows
and doors are not energy
efficient and are, in some
cases, failing. He will secure
additional competitive bids
prior to the vote.

• Moved to the Open Meeting
a proposal to replace the
fascia, soffits, and ceiling
of the Sequoia Point Pavil-
ion at a cost not to exceed
$22,850. Director Hirsch
cautioned that the pro-
posed aluminum ceiling
might represent an invita-
tion to vandalism and sug-
gested using Durarock®

instead. Sohl will secure
additional bids incorporat-
ing that recommendation
prior to a vote.

• The Board reviewed pro-
cedures that Sohl devel-
oped for the gate guards
and boat patrol, offering
suggestions for improving
both. Because the docu-
ments deal with internal
procedures, they will not

move to the Open Meeting
for a formal vote.

• Ritter reported that he had
recently attended a meeting
of the Greater Seven Lakes
Community Council, which
brings together the presi-
dents of the landowners
associations serving McLen-
don Hills, Seven Lakes
West, and the SLLA, as
well as the Seven Lakes
Business Guild. Ritter said
the group had named west-
side President Jack Stevens
its President, and was plan-
ning to invite the Moore
County Board of Commis-
sioners to a public meeting
in Seven Lakes in the Fall.

Director Chuck Leach was
absent from the meeting.
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Bob’s Handyman Service, LLC
Home Repairs, Improvements & Maintenance

Robert Hamilton
Owner / Operator

PO Box 59
Eagle Springs, NC 27242-0059

910-585-0993
bobshandymansvc@nc.rr.com

No Job Too Small • Fully Insured • Full Service
Painting, Pressure Washing, Carpentry, Dry Wall & Ceilings, Window &
Doors, Decks & Docks, Small Tile Jobs, Lighting & Ceiling Fams, Roof

Leaks, Gutters & Downspouts, Faucets & Minor Plumbing, Plus!

��������� ������������

In Pinehurst on NC Hwy 5 Across
from the Pinehurst Post Office
910-295-1444
www.pinehurstflorist.com

��������
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The Freshest Flowers • The Best Customer Service
The Speediest Deli very • From Your Seven Lakes Neighbor

(Continued from page 28)

Advertise in The Times
Call 673-0111
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NORTH MYRTLE BEACH SEA
CABIN CONDOS FOR RENT –
Sat/Sat, 2BR/2BA, sleeps 6,
Ocean Front & Ocean View, Pri-
vate Fishing Pier, Pool & all
Amenities. Call 910-639-3950
after 6 PM.                       3tp 4/19
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HIGH PROFILE LOCATION –
1800 sf office space, (includes
6 offices, reception area, lunch
and file room). (1) 450 sf office
space and (2) 100 sf office
spaces available at 1030 Seven
Lakes Drive. Call 910-673-4800.
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BOLTON  BUILDERS INC.
Designer and Builder of Award Winning Homes for over 20 Years!

See Our Work Quality — Call for a Home Tour.
4317 Seven Lakes Plaza, West End, NC

910-673-3603 • 910-673-0233 (FAX)
www.boltonbuildersinc.com  •  boltonbldrs@boltonbuildersinc.com

TAKING REMODELING TO THE NEXT LEVEL!
Let our award-winning company handle all your remodeling

needs. Large jobs or small jobs – we add
a touch of flair to every job we do.
Let us build something special with you!

HOME FOR SALE
LAKE FRONT COTTAGE

Located on Big Juniper Lake 
in Seven Lakes North. At the 
end of a culdesac road, very 
peaceful with private beach. 
New renovations with lots 
of potential.

1,773 Sq Ft. • 2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Starting Price: $175,000 (is flexible)

Call 336-813-2581 for more info.

The Seven Lakes Times, a community newspaper serv-
ing Seven Lakes, Foxfire, McLendon Hills, and West End,
is seeking a part-time reporter to cover local government
meetings and write feature stories.

Relevant educational background and experience are
required. The Times needs someone who writes clearly
and concisely and has a passion for accuracy. Excellent
computer skills are a must.

The Times commitment averages six to twelve hours per
week, but is determined by local government meeting
schedules — and thus is not particularly flexible. Morning,
afternoon, and night meetings are common.

Interested?
Please email cover letter, resumé, and any other rele-

vant material to mail@sevenlakestimes.net

Help Wanted!
Part-Ti me Reporter
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES –
serving Seven Lakes, Foxfire,
and Pinehurst w/lawn mainte-
nance & more for residential
and commercial customers. Year
round service. Mowing, weed
eating, picking up debris, blowing.
Shrub pruning, limb & tree
removal and hauling away. Seed-
ing/sod lawns. Leaf & straw
removal. Haul and spread pine
straw, bark, soil, gravel and
mulch. Aerate, de–thatch, and
edge lawns. Weeding of flower
beds, planting shrubs.Re–surface
gravel driveways. Blow roofs
and clean gutters. Pressure
washing homes, decks, concrete
walks, driveways, & boats. Install
driveway curbing and sprinkler
systems. Garden tilling. Other
odd jobs around the house?
You need it done! We will do
it! Call John 673-7320 or mobile
telephone 910-690-6491.     ��	
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RE-SURFACE GRAVEL DRIVE-
WAYS – Prune crape myrtles,
cutback pampas grass, leaf
removal, general clean-ups, pine
straw and pine mulch delivered
and/or spread, roof and gutters
cleaned, hedges trimmed, and
mowing services available. Call
Rick at 910-639-5206 for details.
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CREATIVE CUSTOMWORK –
“The Decorator’s Workshop”
Custom made Window Treat-
ments, Bedding, Cushions, and
Slipcovers. All made right here
with the attention to detail
demanded by the best designers!
Pam Wasilewski, 336 McDougall
Drive, Seven Lakes. Call 673-
2500.
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J&L HOME SERVICES — “A
H a n d y  M a n  a n d  M o r e . ”
Interior/Exterior Home Mainte-
nance & Repairs. Call today for
Free estimates.Your Seven
Lakes Neighbor. Call 673-3927.
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SEVEN LAKES DENTAL STU-
DIO – Repairs of dentures, acrylic
partials, and relines. Same day
service available. All work will
be done only through your local
dentist. Tom Wasilewski, 336
McDougall Drive, Seven Lakes.
673-1613.                             ��	
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TREE SERVICE — ALLEN &
SON TREE SERVICE. Topping,
trimming, complete removal,
clean-up, insured, 24 hour serv-
ice. Free estimates, senior citizen
discounts. Call James M. Allen
at 910-974-7629 (Home) or 910-
572-6818 (Cell).                  ��	

DIRTY DEEDS DONE DIRT
CHEAP! – $19/month. 96 gallon
roll-out container provided for
weekly pickup. Fully insured.
Locally owned & operated. Pro-
fessional Service. 100% Service
Guarantee. Carolina Waste
Services. 910-673-4285 (HAUL).
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NEW & USED PONTOONS
AND SKI BOATS — Call Seven
Lakes Marine. 673-1440.

TURN YOUR USED BOAT
INTO CASH — People are look-
ing to purchase good condition
used    boats. Let us connect you
to the prospective buyers. Call
Jeff at 910-673-1440.
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UUPP TTOO FFOORRTTYY PPEERRCCEENNTT

Call 215-8150 For Appointment And Quote. Many Discounts Available.
Located 1/4 Mile West of Olmsted Village. On Hwy. 211 West

Please Call My Office for
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Jim Leach/Agent
• New Lower Auto Rates

Let’s Talk . . .

Another State Farm
Auto Rate Decrease!
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Seven Lakes West              $619,000
Lakefront cottage w/custom upgrades 

3 BR / 3.5 BA
www.103FeatherstonPoint.com

7 Lakes West                $615,000
Stunning waterfront on Lake Auman

4 BR / 3.5 BA
www.123VanoreRoad.com

Seven Lakes West         $585,000
Stunning brick water front home

3 BR / 2 full & 2 half BA
www.149VanoreRoad.com

Seven Lakes North            $249,000
Single level waterfront w/great privacy!

3 BR / 2 BA
www.126CardinalLane.com

Seven Lakes West         $349,000
Rustic retreat on Lake Auman

4 BR / 3 BA
www.105TuckerCourt.com

Seven Lakes North            $357,700
Beautiful lakefront cottage w/open plan

3 BR / 2.5 BA
www.105CottageGroveLane.com

Seven Lakes South       $159,900
Fully updated home on oversized lot

3 BR / 2 BA
www.110SherwoodRoad.com

Seven Lakes North        $249,900
Lovely lake front cottage

3 BR / 2 BA
www.122CardinalDrive.com

Seven Lakes North        $215,000
Pristine lake front cottage

3 BR / 2.5 BA
www.114SunsetWay.com

Thinking of
Building?

Fabulous Building Lots
Available in the 

Seven Lakes Area!

Seven Lakes West             $199,000
Great Family Home in great Neighborhood

4 BR / 2.5 BA
www.178BakerCircle.com  

Seven Lakes South       $215,000
Charming brick ranch w/front porch

3 BR / 2 BA
www.188DevonshireAvenue

Seven Lakes West              $650,000
Stunning custom on prime lake frontage

3 BR / 3 BA
www.123McCrackenDrive.com

Seven Lakes South       $199,000
Charming golf front w/panoramic view

3 BR / 3 BA
www.122DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes South       $279,500
Completely renovated golf front home

3 BR / 3.5 BA
www.117OxfordCourt.com

Seven Lakes South       $239,000
Immaculate and charming golf front

3 BR / 2 BA
www.108DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes West              $315,000
Great home with open floor plan

3 BR / 3.5. BA
www.128OwensCircle.com

Seven Lakes North        $189,900
Great water front home on Lake Echo

3 BR / 2 BA
www.111WildleafCourt.com
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Seven Lakes South       $138,500
Easy living - beautifully updated condo

3 BR / 2 BA
www.118SandhamCourt.com

Seven Lakes West              $289,000
Immaculate golf front w/open floor plan

4 BR / 3 BA
www.244LongleafDrive.com

Seven Lakes South       $279,000
Water view with upstairs bonus room

3 BR / 2 BA
www.252DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes North             $175,000
Picture perfect w/beautiful updates

3 BR / 2 BA
www.129ShagbarkCourt.com

Seven Lakes North        $425,000
Completely renovated lakefront home

4 BR / 3 BA
www.165FiretreeLane.com

Seven Lakes South  $179,000
Golf Front w/Oversized Screened Porch

3 BR / 3 BA
www.223DevonshireAvenue.com

Foxfire                          $139,900
Great ranch on cul-de-sac

3 BR / 2 BA
www.22CardinalDrive.com

Seven Lakes West         $298,000
Wonderful 2-story home on cul-de-sac

4 BR / 3BA
www.108RectorDrive.com

Seven Lakes North        $175,000
Cute brick ranch home

3 BR / 2 BA
www.112CottageGroveLane.com

MMOOREOORE CCOUNTYOUNTY’’SS MMOSTOST TTRUSTEDRUSTED
RREALEAL EESTATESTATE TTEAMEAM!!

#1 IN THE SEVEN LAKES MARKET FOR OVER A DECADE!

New Price!

Seven Lakes West         $765,000          
Gorgeous lakefront custom home

5 BR / 3.5 BA
www.129ShawDrive.com

Seven Lakes West           $269,000
Super condition! Lake Auman waterfront!

3 BR / 2 BA
www.116OtterDrive.com

Seven Lakes West         $645,000
Stunning All Brick Water Front

3 BR / 4.5 BA
www.135AndrewsDrive.com

New Price!

Under Contract!

Under Contract!

Under Contract!

SOLD!

Under Contract!

New Price!

New Price!

Under Contract!

Under Contract!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

CALL 910.295.7100 OR 800.214.9007 • WWW.MARTHAGENTRY.COM
RE/MAX Prime Properties • 5 Chinquapin Rd • Pinehurst, NC 28374 • 910-295-2535 • Martha@MarthaGentry.com

Each Office independently Owned and Operated


